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January 15, 2023  
 

To: Congregation of First United Methodist Church of Hanover, 
 

 
Today, our Special Church Council meeting was held here at First United Methodist 

Church of Hanover (FUMC).   183 professing members of our congregation voted in 

the special election.  158 of the professing members of FUMC, who were present, 

have voted to disaffiliate from the Susquehanna Conference of the United Methodist 

Church.  This is greater than the 2/3 required by Susquehanna Conference protocol, 

so FUMC will now take the steps necessary to complete the disaffiliation process.  We 

have several months of work ahead to finalize this transition.   

 

This is a momentous event in the life of FUMC and in the lives of our members and 

friends.  It is certainly not a time for celebration.  This decision was difficult, at a gut-

level, for most members.  Additionally, some of our brothers and sisters voted today 

to remain with the United Methodist Church.  So, for them, the results of the vote are 

perhaps even more difficult to accept.   

 

Looking ahead, there are many challenging decisions to be made in a short amount of 

time.  What do we want to be now that we are leaving the United Methodist Church?  

What will be the new name of our church?  All of you will have the opportunity to 

participate as we answer these questions. 
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During this challenging time, we still have the need to continue with our ongoing 

ministries.  We have a responsibility to those whom we serve to continue with our 

efforts on their behalf.  The needs we try to satisfy continue even after this vote.    

   

Perhaps our greatest challenge is how do we remain as a strong church family?  How 

do we support those members who wanted to remain part of the United Methodist 

Church?  Clearly, not everyone supported the decision made today.  Therefore, it 

must be our prayer that we can find ways to keep our church family together, strong 

and vibrant. 

 

Members who supported disaffiliation must be respectful and supportive of the views 

of those who wanted to remain United Methodist.  We must continue to show these 

brothers and sisters our respect and true Christian love.  We must help them find 

ways to remain a part of our church family.     

 

Finally, during this challenging transition time, it is critical that each and every one 

of us go to God in prayer, not once, not just at church but every day.  Ask for God’s 

continued guidance as we seek to solve the challenging issues we face.  And ask for 

God’s help as we strive to keep our church family together, a vital example of 

Christian love in our community. 

 

Only with God’s help can we make this wish become a reality.  

 

Blessings, 

The Navigation Team: Raquell Bevans, Steve Bortner, Holly DeFilippo, Bob Duck, Jr., 

Grace Elsner, Rusty Elsner, Dale Gordon, Donna Leese, Dennis McGough, Donna 

McGough, Barbara Miller, Claire Rankin, Rob Simmons 

Pastor Mike Brossman, Spiritual Advisor      


