
Navigation Team Report to Church Council on Jan. 3, 2023 

 

After 3 months of diligent discernment into the options and the process for 

disaffiliation, and after a super-majority vote, the 13 members of the Navigation 

Team would like to report to Church Council that they have concluded that First 

United Methodist Church of Hanover should disaffiliate from the United 

Methodist Susquehanna Conference based on the following reasons: 

1. After searching multiple internet websites, a host of videos, and other 

news articles that the Team has shared at four Town Hall meetings and 

through four Q&A documents; we found overwhelming evidence that 

the 2016 Book of Discipline and the 2019 Addendum Paragraphs 304.3 

and 304.5 were not being enforced regarding homosexuality where 

United Methodist pastors are not allowed to marry anyone other than a 

man and woman and practicing homosexuals are not allowed to be 

ordained. This lack of accountability has occurred not only in other 

Jurisdictional Conferences, but also in our own Northeastern 

Jurisdictional Conference in which our Susquehanna Conference is 

located. 

2. The above search also found numerous cases were the issues of 

Wesleyan doctrine, the Divine Jesus and the Holy Bible have been 

degraded by progressive bishops and ordained clergy. These issues have 

been best stated by Rev. O’Reilly, Lead Pastor at Hope UMC in 

Montgomery, AL: “Among those issues are an orthodox understanding 

of God, the person and work of Christ, the nature of the authority and 

interpretation of Scripture, and what it means to be Wesleyan. You can 

now add to that list institutional dysfunction. Our bishops are divided, 

and the majority of our bishops have set themselves against our General 

Conference. This dysfunction comes with no effective means of 

accountability. The denomination is conflicted, and all attempts to 

resolve it have failed. The institution is unhealthy, and no cure has been 

found. That is why traditionally-minded United Methodists are leaving. 

It’s not primarily about sex. It’s not even primarily about doctrines. It’s 

about the accountability of our ecclesial leadership.” 

The Navigation Team feels it is timely to let Church Council know our findings 

prior to our third and final Town Hall Meeting on January 9, 2023 when this 

information will be made known to our congregation. 



 

 


