
 

Fifth – Navigation Team Questions and Answers Document 

 

Q: What has happened in the past for local churches leaving the UMC and what is the urgency 

for First United Methodist Church to consider disaffiliation from the Susquehanna Conference 

(SUSUMC) now? 

A: In the past before 2019, the Book of Discipline did provide guidelines for local church 

congregations to leave the United Methodist denomination for reasons of joining another 

denomination and leaving property and buildings behind or closing the church doors due to 

inactivity, but according to the Trust Clause the local conference owned the property and 

buildings in either case. It is totally unknown what future General Conferences will allow or 

reject regarding disaffiliation.  

Then in 2019, the Addendum to the Book of Discipline was adopted which included the new 

Paragraph 2553 entitled “Disaffiliation of a Local Church Over Issues Related to Human 

Sexuality” which expires on December 31, 2023.  Several local churches in the Susquehanna 

Conference disaffiliated in 2021 and 2022. We at First United Methodist Church got a late start 

in September 2022.  Therefore, it has been URGENT for us in 90 days to form the Navigation 

Team, investigate multi-faceted resources, and then sharing that information with our entire 

Church Family in preparation for our Special Church Conference. Should that vote be to 

disaffiliate, there is a marathon of activities that must be completed by March 31, 2023, per 

Susquehanna Conference disaffiliation protocol. 

 

Q: What will be the status of the Ten Properties now deeded to First United Methodist Church if 

the vote is to disaffiliate? 

A: Based on the Trust Clause in the latest edition of the Book of Discipline (2016), all properties 

deeded to First United Methodist Church (FUMC) are owned by the Susquehanna Conference 

Board of Trustees.  According to Paragraph 2553, mentioned above, and the latest protocol for 

disaffiliation from SUSUMC, the amount for the right to retain all property is 1% of the 

property asset value listed on line 24 of the 2021 FUMC Statistical Report. Once the request to 

disaffiliate is approved by the SUSUMC Board of Trustees and ratified by the SUSUMC Annual 

Conference in mid-May 2023, the total cost of disaffiliation must be paid to SUSUMC and 

current title names must be changed on all 10 deeds to the new church name we select to 

make the process final.  

 

 



 

Q:  What are the various denomination options available should First United Methodist Church 

decide to disaffiliate? 

A:  The Navigation Team has looked at numerous options, but based on the current rapid pace 

timing of the Susquehanna Conference’s “Procedures, Protocol, and Deadlines for 

Disaffiliation for First UMC, Hanover”, most likely there will be only two choices proposed for 

the next Church Conference tentatively scheduled for February where congregational voting 

will take place for selecting the best denomination option and then voting on our new church 

name.  The two denomination options were covered in detail by Donna Leese at our last Town 

Hall; therefore, only a few of the highlights are shown here: 

1. Join the Global Methodist Church (GMC) denomination as a connectional church. 

• Although the GMC was just founded in May 2022, many local churches that 

have disaffiliated from the United Methodist Church (UMC) have opted to join 

the GMC because it has been organized by past bishops and pastors from the 

UMC. In fact, Bishop Mark Webb, the former leader of the UM Church’s Upper 

New York Annual Conference has just resigned and joined the GMC. He now 

resides in Lititz, PA. 

• As a GMC connectional local church there are several benefits: John Wesley 

doctrine is being followed; properties and buildings are free from the Trust 

Clause; pastors are assigned by the GMC; pastors health insurance and 

retirement benefits are covered; apportionments are less costly than currently 

being paid; all people are encouraged to attend worship, become members 

and disciples of Jesus Christ.  

 

2. Become an Independent Church. 

• There are several benefits for becoming a totally independent church, for 

example: total freedom to establish your own doctrine, no obligation to pay 

apportionments, ability to own all buildings and properties, ability to hire 

pastors for long-term tenures, and the governing body is the Elders/Church 

Council within the local church. 

• One option could be to go Independent Methodist thus following Wesleyan 

doctrine, continue familiar Methodist ministries, purchase Methodist materials 

from Cokesbury and recruiting a pastor from Wesley Biblical Seminary or 

Kentucky Mountain Bible College. 

• Since there are no apportionment commitments, these funds could be used 

for new ministries and partnering programs with other organizations in the 

Hanover Area.  


