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The Rev. Dr. B. Michael Brossman has over 30 years
of experience as a United Methodist Pastor. He has
served at Linglestown UM in Linglestown, Otterbein
UM in Duncannon and Centenary UM in Steelton. He
comes to us from Calvary UM Church in York where
he has served as Lead Pastor since July 2014.
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General Conference
Letter
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Meet Our New Senior Pastor!
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Pastor Mike is a native of Williamsport, Pennsylvania.
He studied at the Asbury Theological Seminary, from
which he earned a Master of Divinity degree. He later
attended Wesley Theological Seminary and was
honored with a Doctorate of Ministry in Church
Leadership Excellence. He very much likes that “Caring for Our Neighbors as
Jesus Would” is at the center of our ministry along with “Mission and
Community Outreach.”

He is ready to listen and learn and to help us move forward into the future
that God has for us—a future of growing our impact and influence for the
sake of Christ.
He and his wife Pamela have three grown children and two grandchildren.
Pamela is a travel writer for a motor coach association magazine. Pastor
Mike is full of energy and has an outgoing personality! He is very much
looking forward to meeting the members of our congregation.

April 2021
Worship Calendar
*Denotes Communion Sunday
(Schedule is subject to change without notice)
April 4*
April 11
April 18
April 25

Pastor Greg Rapp
Pastor Greg Rapp
Pastor Greg Rapp
Pastor Greg Rapp

Easter

Three Ways To Worship!


We have reopened in-person worship on a
modified schedule. Services will be held at
8:00 a.m. and 9:30 a.m. in the Frederick Street
Sanctuary. Masks continue to be required as
we also observe social distancing. Welcome
back! It is good to worship with you again!



Online worship will continue indefinitely. Visit
the Church website :
https://www.firstumchanover.org/
 Scroll down to “Recent Sermons”
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Follow the YouTube link provided weekly by
Pastor Greg’s email.
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Bells Rang Out on Palm Sunday!
Members of our Agape Ringers shared their
music at both “in person” worship services on
Palm Sunday, March 28. Anthems included:
 “Palm Sunday Procession”
 “God’s Amazing Grace”
 “This Is the Day”

We are happy to ring bells together again; sharing
joy through the gift of music.

Hanover Area Council of Churches Good Friday Worship Service, April 2, 2021
Each year, The Hanover Area Council of
Churches Ministerium offered a Traditional Good
Friday Seven Last Words of Christ Community
Worship Service to help support the Stolte
Scholarship. This year because of safety
concerns, this service was recorded and will be
available online on our website
(www.firstumchanover.org).

During Holy Week, you may access this video
from our Home page. Scroll down to the bottom
of the page and you will see a link to this special
Good Friday service. Pastor Greg Rapp provided
the message and Janis Wagner & Faun Garrett
provided special music during “The Last Word”
segment of worship.

Janis Wagner, Director of Music
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First United Methodist Church
Administrative Council Minutes
Zoom Meeting February 24, 2021

Our scheduled Church Council meeting for February 2021 was held on February 24th. Our meeting was held via
Zoom. Complete minutes of this meeting can be found on the First UMC Hanover website.
Bob Duck, Jr. introduced Rev. Keith Braucher of Stewartstown United Methodist Church to the Church Council.
He is a trained mediator and senior pastor, who has offered to provide the Church Council and the Staff Parish
Relations Committee with leadership training in conflict management and decision making. He discussed the
importance of dealing effectively with conflict, a natural aspect of working together. The training will, in part,
cover how to handle conflict in a Christian way. The training will be held on March 20th. In the future there may
be similar training offered to members of the congregation.
First UMC Hanover will continue to have a challenging year as we deal with the continuing COVID crisis. Also,
we will be welcoming The Rev. Dr. B. Michael Brossman as our new senior pastor. By working together, we can
make First UMC a welcoming spiritual home for everyone. Your Church Council asks for prayers for our church
and its leaders as we set about doing God’s work for His church in Hanover.
In Christ’s Service,

Dennis
======
Dennis R. McGough
Chair, Church Council

When I arrived at work this morning, my boss stormed up to me and said, “You
missed work yesterday, didn’t you?”
I said, “No, not particularly.”

FIRST

UMC

HANOVER

PAGE

4

National Volunteer Week is April 18 to 24
Your Staff Parish Relations Committee is celebrating by sending a heartfelt Thank You to all of you who give
your time and talents to our Church. In good times as well as in the past year of COVID our volunteers have
risen to the challenge. The fact that we cannot begin to name all of you or the work that you do is a testament
to your importance in the functioning of our church; you are
involved everywhere.
What is a volunteer? A volunteer chooses freely to help
without expecting anything in return. He or she gives time
and skills to help an organization or another person. The first
Christians were called to be volunteers. 1 Peter chapter 4
states: “God has given each of you a gift from his great
variety of spiritual gifts. Use them well to serve one another...
Then everything you do will bring glory to God through Jesus.”

Lord, thank you for letting us work with you to
share your joy with the world. Help us not take
for granted the gift it is to share your gospel to
the nations, and to our neighbors. Help us have

eyes to see the needs around us and to respond to
those needs in joy and hope. Thank you so much
Lord for your love and care over us. In Jesus’
Name, Amen.

“I praise you, for I am fearfully
and wonderfully made.
Wonderful are your works; my
soul knows it very well.” Psalm 139:14

BLESSING BOX PANTRY
The Blessing Box Pantry has been moved from the
Middle Street Campus to the Frederick Street Campus.
It is located next to 215 West Walnut Street on the
driveway into the parking lot.
Please take a blessing or share a blessing, and tell your
neighbors they are welcome to participate. If
donating, non-perishable packaged food in original
packaging is best, especially with the weather warming
up. Paper products and personal care items are also
welcome.
Thank you for your ongoing generosity.
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Focus: Persistence in Mission
Read: Matthew 15:21-28
An unnamed woman is motivated by her worry for her
daughter to seek out Jesus and ask for mercy. Although
she is not Jewish and does not reside in Israel, she
knows about Jesus’ ministry and has faith in his ability
to heal. She does not give up in spite of the many
barriers put in her way. She is a double outsider. She is
a woman, without power or privilege and she is a
Gentile, without privilege in the Jewish culture. She is
outside the power structure by two counts, so she
must be twice as persistent in seeking out Jesus for
help.
Her faith is evident because when she reaches
Jesus, she kneels before him and begs “Lord, help
me.” She has acknowledged Jesus as the Messiah,
demonstrating her faith and kneels before him
acknowledging his authority.
She is persistent in asking her questions, shouting
when necessary. This is perhaps the most memorable
aspect of this passage. No matter how many times she
is put off, the woman persists in seeking mercy and

healing for her daughter. She is dismissed three times,
but persists.
The witness of this woman in Matthew 15 is that she
held firmly to her faith while speaking up. The link
between prayer and action is one of the most
important components of our work as women
organized for mission. This link is the foundation for
faith and speaking up for justice. United Methodist
Women have always grounded their work in prayer
and study. As women pray, study, and act together,
they are knit together into creative and supportive
followship for the work of mission.


Have you ever partnered with another woman to
help encourage each other in daily prayer? What
resources have you found helpful in daily prayer?



How have your Bible studies helped you to be
aware of the needs in our community? How have
your Bible studies helped you to be ready to
speak up for justice?

Aspire 2021 Tour
York, Pennsylvania
Saturday, April 17
Aspire is a one-night (or afternoon) women’s event with three ladies taking the stage: one Bible Teacher, one
Comedian, and one Musician. Join us for a night full of comedy, music, and Bible teaching!
Aspire is full of laughter, learning, stories, and music. It's 3 hours full of fellowship and fun. We hope you are
making plans to join us for one of the two events in York. Tickets are on sale for the 1:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m.
events on Saturday, April 17th, so now is a great time to invite some friends and plan a ladies’ night out.
General Admission: $25.

FIRST

UMC

HANOVER

AspireWomensEvents.com for additional information.

PAGE

6

Chicken Bar-B-Que
Sponsored by
First United Methodist Men
Saturday, May 29, 2021
11:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
Donation:
$9.00 Advanced Sales

Dinners Include:

$10.00 at the Door

½ chicken,

.

Baked Potato
Applesauce
Roll & Butter
Advanced tickets will go on sale
Sunday April 25, 2021 after each Worship Service.
We will also set aside additional Drive up times
for advanced ticket sales
(Watch for these times to be announced.)
Please support us as we try to get events back on the schedule.

United Methodist Men's Mission and Benevolent
Golf Tournament 2021
Attention all Golfers!!! Our United Methodist Men are once again sponsoring an 18 hole “Scramble”
Golf Tournament.
The date to reserve for a great time is Saturday, May 15th, 2021 teeing off at 8:30 a.m. at Flatbush Golf
Course. The price of $70.00 includes continental breakfast, lunch, and prizes.
You can also support us by sponsoring a hole for a $50.00 contribution. Your sign will be placed on the
course. This is a great way to memorialize a loved one, recognize a special event or advertise your business.
For more info:
•

Dale Gordon

717-637-2987

•

Larry Jackson

717-825-9678

•

Bob Duck, Jr.

717-515-3422

•

Steve Miller

717-515-6267

or
Look for sign up sheets on the U. M. Men’s bulletin board!
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(Christ Honored and Others Served)

WEEKLY ONLINE YOUTH GROUP!!
With the temperature rising and spring upon us (and the vaccination efforts increasing) we feel it may be time to
start scheduling some outdoor in-person youth activities. In March we held a Youth Family Zoom meeting and sent
out a brief online survey to get a sense on your willingness to take part in in-person and online youth ministry in
April and May. We have not heard back from many families through either the Zoom meeting or the survey, so
we’d love to hear from you. Feel free to email your thoughts to Pastor Greg at pastorgreg@firstumchanover.org.

APRIL SCHEDULE
APRIL
4
11
18
25

6:00 pm
6:00 pm
6:00 pm
6:00 pm

Easter Sunday: No Youth Group
Online Youth Group
Online Youth Group
Online Youth Group

ATTENTION GRADUATES!!!
This Spring we will recognize high school, college, and trade school graduates on
every level. We will hold a special Graduate Recognition Sunday in May and will
recognize as many graduates who can attend. We also prepare a souvenir booklet to
accompany this special service. If you are a graduate or wish to recognize a graduate
in your family, please provide us with the following items no later than April 30.
•Digital Photo of Graduate
•Name of Parents (if applicable)
•Name of School Graduating From (degree, major, etc.)
•Future Plans (Career path, next school to attend, Military involvement, etc.)
Please email your materials to Dawn McFadden at dawn.mcfadden@firstumchanover.org.

PRAYER AND INPUT NEEDED FOR NEW YOUTH DIRECTOR
The Staff Parish Relations Committee is in discernment about the best way to fill staff positions that are currently open, including
Director of Youth Ministry. If you have questions, concerns, or suggestions for this position, please feel free to share your
thoughts with Bob Duck, Jr. chair of SPRC at rlduckjr@yahoo.com.
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Church and Society.
Matthew 25:35-40 relates the story of Jesus on His throne
before the nations of the world. He promised blessings to
the righteous saying “For I was hungry and you gave me
something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me
something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in,
I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you
looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.”
The people were confused wondering when they saw him
in this condition. He replied, “Whatever you did for one of
the least of my brothers and sisters, you did for me.”

education, health care, and other necessities, ways must be
found to share more equitably the resources of the world.
Increasing technology, when accompanied by exploitative
economic practices, impoverishes many persons and makes
poverty self-perpetuating.
This month your Committee on Church and Society
challenges you to contemplate some issues relating to
poverty.

Jobs are critical to helping those in poverty escape poverty,
yet often complications from poverty such as unequal
  
access to quality education interfere with acquiring
employment. Rapid technological development holds
UMC Hanover excels in mercy. You have donated to
promise for those looking for employment. But many times
those in need in our community by partnering with
those in poverty are not able to take advantage of the
New Hope Ministries and the Council of Churches to provide
opportunities for good work. Investing in job training or
meals and food. You have placed food in the Blessing Box.
retraining would benefit both individuals who need work
You have donated clothes, coats, household items and toys
and the public good by keeping them off longer-term
at Christmas time. You have gone on mission trips with
government assistance.
Volunteers in Mission. And you have been amazingly
generous in giving to the Pastor’s Discretionary Fund over
Experts believe that a lack of good education is linked to
the past year which has helped many desperate people in
increased poverty and crime rates. Funding for public
this time of pandemic. This is not even an exhaustive list!
school in impoverished areas is limited because property
tax revenues are lower in poorer areas.
But God calls us to go even further. The United Methodist
Book of Discipline says that “the church of Jesus Christ exists High health care costs disproportionally affect the poor,
in and for the world…and is a strategic base from which
leading systematically to poorer health, increased
Christians move out to the structures of society.” We are
absenteeism and contributing to a reduced ability to afford
called to change those social structures that benefit some at other basic needs.
the expense of others. This is not an easy task.
How can we put faith into action? Write to your
While mercy focuses on short term answers to long term
lawmakers in support of a living wage and benefits such as
problems, justice focuses on long term change of a broken
health care for all workers. Advocate for equitable funding
system. The pandemic has opened our eyes to the number
of all public schools so that children in poor areas have
of people living on the very edge, who have nothing to fall
access to the technology and quality teachers that will help
back on when a job is lost due to a national crisis. Surely this break the cycle of poverty by providing quality education.
points to a broken system when so much insecurity exists in Advocate for increased investment for job training or
one of the wealthiest nations in the world.
retraining in higher paying technological and (para)
professional areas.
Two Social Principles of the United Methodist Church are
  
summarized here: Every person has the right to a job at a
living wage. Since low wages are often a cause of poverty,
Are you interested in joining Church and Society or do
employers should pay their employees a wage that does not
you have advocacy or project ideas?
require them to depend on government subsidies such as
Email: Churchsocietyfumchanover@gmail.com.
food stamps or welfare for their livelihood. Where the
private sector cannot or does not provide jobs for all who
seek and need them, it is the responsibility of the
government to provide for the creation of such jobs. To
provide basic needs such as food, clothing, shelter,

F
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General Conference Postponed to 2022

M

eeting on February 20, the Commission on the General Conference made a decision to further postpone the 2020
General Conference until August 29 – September 6, 2022 in Minneapolis, Minn. as the COVID-19 pandemic
continues to affect the safety of mass gatherings and travel.
It is the Commission’s responsibility to select the site and set the dates of General Conference. Further, the Book of
Discipline requires the Commission on the General Conference to "take necessary measures to assure full participation
of all General Conference delegates." The Commission concluded that mandate was not achievable by means of either
an in-person meeting in 2021 or a virtual meeting.
In making the decision, the Commission determined that it was not feasible to safely hold an in-person meeting involving
all delegates as currently scheduled for August 29 - September 7, 2021 due to a number of barriers:

•

The number of COVID cases continues to rise, with nearly 2.49 million confirmed cases the week of
February 15.

•

Vaccine is not expected to be widely available this year in many countries, and new variants of the virus which
may be resistant to vaccines are emerging globally.

•

International travelers to the U.S. must show proof of negative COVID-19 test results no more than three days
prior to travel, but in many places, testing is not readily available or provided free of charge.

•

Visa services remain limited in some areas.

There also remains the possibility that a temporary six-month visa bond program which requires bonds of $5,000 $15,000 per person for residents of some countries could cost up to $2.5 million in bonds for affected delegates if the
program should be extended beyond June.
The Commission’s decision was informed by the report of the Technology Study Team appointed to explore the
implications of options for accommodating full participation at General Conference, including but not limited to the
possibility of utilizing technology and online voting, in considering whether the meeting should be held virtually.
According to their report, “The study team considered a number of challenges and implications, including how to keep
participants safe, providing for global participation, safeguarding the integrity of the voting and credentialing process,
and meeting legal requirements …”
The Technology Study Team analyzed a variety of options, including an entirely electronic General Conference with
participation from individual locations; an entirely electronic General Conference with delegates gathering at regional
satellite hubs; and two sessions, with the first part being electronic and the second part in-person when it is safe to
convene. None of these options were determined by the study team to be viable.
The study team did find that a more traditional method—utilizing mail ballots to vote on emergency actions—could help
The United Methodist Church to address important, urgent matters through the General Conference. Their report
recommended utilizing mail ballots for making a limited number of “Emergency Interim Actions” on which the General
Conference delegates would indicate a yes or no vote for each item.
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General Conference Postponed to 2022
(Continued)
The Commission shared the study team’s findings and recommendations with the officers of the Council of
Bishops in a collaborative effort to jointly explore how this alternative might be utilized to address critical
matters until an in-person gathering of delegates can be safely convened next year,” said commission chair
Kim Simpson.
Some of the concerns mentioned in the report regarding having a virtual session include:

•

Lack of infrastructure in some areas, including Internet access, Internet speed, and electricity

•

Lack of technology for equitable Holy Conferencing

•

Complexity of the legislative committee process

•

Concerns about accurate credentialing and verification of identity

•

Difficulties in seating reserve delegates properly

•

Security of voting

•

Safety concerns about regional satellite gatherings

Simpson said the August-September dates in 2022 will mean that General Conference will be one day shorter
than planned for 2021; however, these dates were the only option available. Simpson said that the
Commission regrets the fact that these dates once again conflict with the start of the academic year in the
U.S. which a group of young adults had asked the Commission to avoid, but there were no other dates
available.

-Bishop Jeremiah Park
Resident Bishop

Susquehanna Conference

FIRST

UMC

HANOVER

PAGE

11

FUMC Scholarship Applicants
First Church members who are in college, those who will be
graduating from High School this year, and adults seeking
financial aid for full-time enrollment to Vo-Tech, Trade
Schools, Nursing Schools, Colleges, Universities, or Seminary
are eligible to apply for FUMC tuition assistance scholarships.
This $1,500 scholarship is awarded only twice to an individual
applicant in order to allow more FUMC applicants to receive a scholarship. Applications are available by emailing the church office at office@firstumchanover.org. To be considered, your completed application must
be returned to the church office, including reference letters and grade information, prior to the May 15th
deadline!!!
Members and friends who would like to support this ministry, may make their tax-deductible donations in
any envelope, made payable to First UMC and designated for the FUMC Scholarship Fund. May you find
great joy and satisfaction in helping to give the gift of education to others!!!

The Stolte Scholarship Fund
The Hanover Area Council of Churches would like to announce the Stolte Scholarship Fund. The Fund was
established in 1973 in memory of Rev. Robert H. Stolte, pastor of Lohr’s Memorial United Methodist Church in
Hanover from 1962-1973.
The administration of the fund has been handled by the Hanover Area Council of Churches and has been
supported with the offerings received at the Community Good Friday Service and with private donations. The
Stolte Scholarship Fund provides a one-time grant of $1000.00 to an individual pursuing a career in the field
of ministry, missions, or humanitarian service.
Interested applicants must be residents of the greater Hanover area and should be a high school senior,
college student or seminary student. He or she must complete an application form and submit a brief
summary of his or her call into the field of ministry, missions, or humanitarian service and future vocational
goals. They should be active members of a church, display good moral character, and exhibit high scholastic
ability.

An application form is available upon request in the church
office. The deadline for accepting applications is April 30,
2021. Please contact Kathy Bortner at 717-637-6973 or by
e-mail at kabortner@comcast.net with any questions you
might have.
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Important Dates in the March/April Newsletters:


March 28

Palm Sunday—Lent Offering



April 4

Easter Sunday



April 18—24

National Volunteer Week



April 30

Deadline to submit 2021 Graduate information



April 30

Stolte Scholarship Applications due



April 30

2021 Graduate information due to Dawn McFadden



May 15

UMM Golf Tournament



May 15

FUMC Scholarship Applications due



May 29

UMM Chicken Bar-B-Que

Lord God,
You loved this world so much that you
gave your one and only Son, that we
might be called your children too.
Lord, help us to live in the gladness
and grace of Easter Sunday, everyday.
Let us have hearts of thankfulness for
your sacrifice. Let us have eyes that
look upon your grace and rejoice in
our salvation. Help us to walk in that
mighty grace and tell your good news
to the world.
All for your glory do we pray, Lord,
Amen.
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April Anniversaries
April 5
Travis & Wendy Shearer
April 11
Ken & Daisy Anderson

April 23
David & Carol Benfield
Mike & Kim Price
Wayne & Deka Topper

April 13
Bill & Dottie Gibbs
Paul & Julia Stevenson

April 24
Fred & Deb Baber
Bob & Barbara S. Kastberg
Wanda Miller

April 14
Clarence & Margaret Blocher

April 27
Brian & Lauren Gerlach

April 15
Jane & Ed Lawrence
April 17
Chuck & Pat Denney
April 20
Bill & Pat Miller
April 21
Leroy & Nancy Weaver

The New Member Directory is Here!!
Thank you for your patience. You can pick up your copy on the table outside the Sanctuary. You will
notice some changes. This publication will now be coming directly out of our Servant Keeper
membership database. It is a work in progress, so we are asking for your assistance.
Please take the time to check your personal information. Should you notice anything that needs to be
updated (a new address, a phone number listed that is no longer in service, or a cell phone number
should be added, etc.), please call or email Dawn McFadden directly at 717-781-2559 or
dawn.mcfadden@firstumchanover.org.
The staff at FUMCH appreciate your assistance in making this a reliable reference tool for many!

Prayer Focus for April
During this Lenten season may this be a time of reflection and prayer for each one of us. Help

us Lord to look within our hearts and take this time to reflect upon where we are on our
spiritual journey, where we are in our relationship with you. Help us to know what you are
calling us to lay aside or take up as we begin our journey to the cross. All this we pray in
Jesus’ Name, Amen.
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April Birthdays
April 1
Dustie Day
Debra Hoff

April 14
Margaret Blocher
Cheryl Gordon
Pat Miller
Christopher Moore

April 2
Mitchell Coleman

April 15
Mac Anderson
Marjorie Lease
Neal Price
Nicholas Zeigler

April 4
Brittney Hack
Linda Stitely
April 5
Kim Sipling

April 16
Clarence Blocher
Paul Cole
Curt Rudy

April 6
Katie Kerr
Alison Rush

April 17
David Lockwood
Pam Neiderer
Jake Sterner

April 7
Kathy Miller
Gloria Minarik
Miriam Presley

April 18
Denise Fellner
Lisanne Gray
Glenn Hartman
Mike McGough

April 8
Shannon Shepley
April 9
Dan Reppe
Herb Surrency

April 24
Cavan O'Reilly
Sue Werick
Bob Zumbrum
April 25
Camden Enck
Katie Porter
Linda Royer
April 26
Nicole Leon
Carol Yates
April 27
Minerva Diviney
Dave Dulaney
Jerry Grim
Kimberlynne Rudy
April 28
Margaret Brown
Brian Gerlach
April 29
Susan Raver

April 19
Kim Hearn
Terry Michels
Carl Nace
Lindsay Stroda

April 10
Jeff Garvick
April 11
Laurie Ebersole
Joshua Geyer
Evan Kerr

April 20
Bruce Smith
Lisa Traband

April 12
Ann Jones
Ray Morris

April 21
Allan Miller
April 22
Sonia Staub

April 13
Ashley Stevens

Q. Does a pink candle burn longer than a blue one?
A. No, they both burn shorter!
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Newsletter Updates & Reminders
The deadline to submit articles to the newsletter is the 15th of each month.
Please submit all articles to newsletter@firstumchanover.org

First United Methodist of Hanover
200 Frederick Street
Hanover, PA 17331
“Caring for Our Neighbors as Jesus Would”

[Affix mailing label here]

