
SENIOR PASTOR TRANSITION 

 

In the very near future, we will be learning who the next senior pastor of First UMC Hanover will be. Our 

new senior pastor will move to Hanover sometime in mid-June and will begin serving on July 1. During 

this same time, I will be preparing for our next appointment as well. As of March 1st, my available hours 

will be reduced to allow time to pack the house. Between COVID, and these pastoral changes, there have 

understandably been a lot of questions about how things will work between now and July. Here are some 

answers to questions I have been receiving. The Church Council, Staff Parish Relations Committee and I 

will continue to update you as new information becomes available. 

 

WORSHIP 

 

We will continue to offer both online and in-person worship between now and July 1. Our in-person 

worship will be Sunday mornings at 8:00 am and 9:30 am at Frederick Street for the remainder of my 

time with you. With Chad Wynn’s resignation as worship leader, we will not be offering in-person 

contemporary worship until SPRC decides the future of that position. With the lower numbers during 

COVID, we will also not be reopening the Saturday Evening Service before the new pastor arrives. 

 

YOUTH MINISTRY 

 

Since youth director Joe Durika left us to serve as a pastor in September of 2019, I have been providing 

leadership to our youth ministry. COVID-19 has all but shut down our youth ministry, but we have 

continued to offer weekly online youth group meetings for the small number of students who choose to 

attend. I will continue to work alongside youth leaders Raquell Piper and Scott Corridon through the 

month of March to offer what youth ministry we can. As of April 1, I will be stepping away from 

assisting with youth ministry, placing it in a pause until SPRC decides the future of the youth director 

position. SPRC will provide updates on the process as they become available. 

 

VISITATION 

 

Most of our area hospitals, nursing homes, and retirement communities continue to restrict access to their 

facilities due to COVID-19 concerns. I will continue to respond to emergencies as these restrictions 

allow. 

 

MY LAST DAY IN HANOVER 

 

I do not yet know when my last Sunday will be. Our exact moving dates are assigned to us by the 

Susquehanna Conference and those dates won’t be released until May. I would expect to be assigned a 

date in mid-June. I have asked SPRC to allow me to follow the example of other pastors by using my 

vacation time to finish getting ready to move. With their blessing, I will be taking all four weeks of my 

2021 vacation time prior to my moving date, which will likely make my last Sunday in mid-May. I will 

honor the Code of Clergy Ethics of the Susquehanna Conference by not returning to Hanover to perform 

any pastoral functions, such as weddings or funerals. I will leave you in the capable hands of my 

successor.  

 

I thank you for your support and understanding during this time of transition and wish you well as a 

congregation in your next chapter together. Remember that with God, our best days are always ahead! 

 

Pastor Greg 

 


