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Let's narrow this down a little by saying that "prayer is being completely
honest when speaking with God." That means that prayer is not magic
words, poetic words, perfect words, polished words, or rehearsed words.
Prayer is being completely open with whatever is on our hearts and
minds, especially when it is on the ugly side. Jeremiah was angry with
God and accused God of abuse.
The psalmist accuses God of lying
down on the job. "How long O
Lord? Will you ignore me forever?" (Psalm 13)
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There is too much to say about prayer than can ever be said.
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Prayer is talking to God. There are
no rules other than honesty. God
can read our hearts, so our anger
and struggle will be no surprise to
God. Actually, admitting our problem is the first step in dealing with it
together.
The inner life is about a healthy love relationship with God. We can't have
that if we don't open up. We must talk. Forget the eloquent speeches with
holy sounding respectable words. Climb up on God's lap and spend
some time together. Get real. Be honest and talk.
May this forty-day journey of Lent bring you closer to God than you've
ever been.

March 2021

Worship Calendar
*Denotes Communion Sunday
(Schedule is subject to change without notice)
March 7*
March 14
March 21
March 28

Pastor Greg Rapp
Pastor Greg Rapp
Pastor Greg Rapp
Pastor Greg Rapp

Daylight Savings Time
Palm Sunday

REOPENING IN-PERSON WORSHIP!
As of February 28, we have reopened in-person worship on a modified schedule. Services will
be held at 8:00 am and 9:30 am in the Frederick Street Sanctuary. Online worship will continue indefinitely. Masks continue to be required as we also observe social distancing. We3lcome back. It is good worship with you again!
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Hello FUMC! As we prepare to and proceed with resuming our Contemporary Worship Service in our “new digs” (the Frederick St
MPR), we still need your help.
The Praise Band is in need of musicians. Primarily, guitarist, keyboardists and vocalists.
 Are you a musician looking for a place to use your talents? May-

be looking for a reason to dust off the piano or guitar and start
playing again?
 Maybe you’ve been taking lessons for a few years now and thinking maybe it’s time to do something

with what you’ve learned?
 Maybe you love singing with Christian radio and ready to serve FUMC in a new way? You don’t need

to be a professional (we can’t afford professionals!), you just need to love the Lord and yearn to lead
others to worship Him!
If any of these are true of you, please contact Tim Happel at twhappel@comcast.net or call him
at 443-202-9776.
 Are you anxious to get back to In-Person Contemporary Worship?
 Are you willing to serve as Greeter, Communion Steward or Hospitality? Tech/Audio-Visual?

If these are your outlet to serve, please contact Dorothy Bollinger at mrsdcb@gmail.com or
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First United Methodist Church
Administrative Council Minutes
Zoom Meeting January 27, 2021

Attendance: Pastor Greg Rapp, Pam Neiderer, Dennis McGough, Karen Bureau, Dae Gordon, Mark Cornbower,
Steve Bortner, Claire Rankin, Bob Duck Jr., Barbara Miller, Rusty Elsner, Janis Wagner, Ed Orndorff, Holly DiFillipo, Susan Raver, Rob Simmons, Deb Leppo, and Wayne Topper.
Absent: Donna McMaster, Donna Leese, Karen Fereday, Donna Klinedinst and Tim Happel.
Meeting called to order at 7:02 pm by Dennis McGough. He then thanked everyone for their prayers during his
recent heart surgery.
Devotion/Prayer: A devotion teaching us about prayer versus everyday life followed by a prayer given by Pastor
Greg.
Approval of Minutes: Minutes from November and December meetings were sent to committee members prior
to the meeting. Both sets of minutes were approved as written.
Additional Reports sent to committee members for review included: Worship Committee Report, Endowment
Report, Church and Society, and Treasurer Report.

Old Business:
Pastor Greg reported that Bishop Jeremiah Park announced that he has appointed Pastor Greg to Coudersport
Pa starting July 1, 2021. Bob Duck as leader of SPRC is looking for input for the future needs of First Church. Everyone is encouraged to send him any input you may have to assist in the appointment of our next pastor.
Dennis discussed the results of the finance committee survey that went out in December, while pastor Greg
shared his screen so everyone could see the results. Rusty explained there was a 10-15% response rate, which is
typical in any survey. Following an earlier meeting with the Pastor and several others to review the survey results, Dennis suggested that the Church Council form two committees. The committees would discuss the results
and come up with action steps to make improvements. Two important areas of concern were Communication
and Connectiveness. Dale and Pam agreed to participate in the Communication Committee. It was agreed upon
that there is a need for young members of the congregation be a part of the Connectiveness Committee. The
Council voted to form the committees. Everyone was asked to prayerfully consider participation and let Dennis
know of their interest.
New Business:
Bob Duck announced Chad Wynn has resigned as Contemporary Worship Leader. Several applicants are being
considered. Stephanie Glaudin’s position as Treasurer will be posted as soon as possible. There is also a decision
to be made regarding the hiring of a new assistant pastor. Do we hire from within or through district appointment? Input on this should be sent to Bob.
In person worship will not open until the Covid numbers decrease further at Hanover Hospital. The number is
decreasing, and we could possibly come back mid-February.
Dale Gordon gave the following report for the Endowment Committee: The endowment fund market value on
12/31/20 was $750,457.59. Total interest earned by the fund for 2020 was $13,227.95. Motion passed unanimously to transfer 10% of the interest $1,322.80 to the benevolent fund. The scholarship fund market value on
12/31/20 was $350,510.22.
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Administrative Council Minutes (Cont.)
Rob Simmons presented the treasurer’s report and year-end financial statements. For the year end the church
had a net income of $72,110. This amount is higher than normal due to the PPP loan we received back in April.
The PPP money paid expenses that normally the Church would be paying. All bills have been paid, including
100% of our shares of ministries. Total revenue from all sources was $635,204. Total expenses were $563,094.
Our ending cash balance of the current expense fund is $122,438. We received notification in Dec that the SBA
approved our application for loan forgiveness. Going into 2021 we have a very strong cash balance but need to
realize that the 2021 spending plan totals $697,582.
Steve Bortner reported the Methodist Men will be having their Spring Golf Outing and a May Chicken Barbeque.
A scout troop from Lancaster purchased the trailer and the contents of the trailer since our troop ended. The
money will be put aside to support a troop in the future.
Pastor Greg gave the ending prayer and the meeting was adjourned at 8:10 pm.
The next meeting is February 24 at 7:00 pm.
Future meeting dates: March 24, April 28. May 26, June 23, July 28, August 25, September 22, October 27, November 24 and December 22, 2021.
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Focus: The Dignity of Work
Creating God, as we gather to pray and study, stepping out of our busy lives for a moment to listen for Your leading, grant us
wisdom. Help us now to hear what you are teaching us this day; grant us the gift of Your spirit that we may understand how
we are being knit together into the body of Christ. Give us compassionate hearts to see those in our community whose labor
deserves dignity and respect. This in the name of Jesus Christ we pray. Amen
Read 1 Samuel 28:3-25
This passage of scripture is about Saul searching for guidance near the end of his reign as king. There is another story in the
text, that of an unnamed woman of courage, compassion, strength, and caring. This is the story of a working woman. The unnamed woman at Endor exhibits hospitality to the very person who outlawed her work and forced her to leave her community.
She exhibits courage I calling out Saul for lying to her and strength in doing her work with dignity.
Watch for more in monthly emails as we and all UMW focus on working women in our communities and the role of UMW in
labor and wage issues. If you are not on the current email list for UMW but would like to be, please contact

Susan Raver

susanbraver@comcast.net

410.596.0836

Aspire 2021 Tour
York, Pennsylvania
2 Events in 1 Day
Aspire is a one-night women’s event with 3 ladies taking the stage. Join us for a night full of comedy, music, and
Bible teaching!
Aspire is a ladies’ night out full of laughter, learning, stories, and music. It's 3 hours full of fellowship and fun.
We hope you are making plans to join us for one of the two events in York. Tickets are on sale for the 1:00 p.m.
and 6:00 p.m. events, so now is a great time to invite some friends and plan a ladies’ night out.
General Admission: $25.
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United Methodist Men's Mission and Benevolent
Golf Tournament 2021
Attention all Golfers!!! Our United Methodist Men are once again sponsoring an 18 hole “Scramble”
Golf Tournament.
The date to reserve for a great time is Saturday, May 15th, 2021 teeing off at 8:30 a.m. at Flatbush
Golf Course. The price of $70.00 includes continental breakfast, lunch, and prizes.
You can also support us by sponsoring a hole for a $50.00 contribution. Your sign will be placed on
the course. This is a great way to memorialize a loved one, recognize a special event or advertise your business.
For more info:
•

Dale Gordon

717-637-2987

•

Larry Jackson

717-825-9678

•

Bob Duck, Jr.

717-515-3422

•

Steve Miller

717-515-6267

or
Look for sign up sheets on the U. M. Men’s bulletin board.
THANKS!
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(Christ Honored and Others Served)

WEEKLY ONLINE YOUTH GROUP!!
We have been enjoying each others’ company, having some good conversation, playing some games, studying the Bible and praying together. We are having a great time and hope you will join us and bring a
friend. The Zoom meeting links will be sent out on Sunday morning on the days we meet in the evening.
We will meet every Sunday evening led by our team of counselors Raquel Piper, Scott Corridon, and Pastor
Greg. We hope to see you!

MARCH SCHEDULE
MARCH
7
14
21
28

6:00 pm
6:00 pm
6:00 pm
6:00 pm

Online Youth Group
Online Youth Group
Online Youth Group
Online Youth Group

This Spring we will recognize high school, college, trade school graduates on every level. We will hold a special Graduate Recognition Sunday in May and will recognize as many graduates who can attend. We will
also prepare a souvenir booklet to accompany this special service. If you are a graduate or wish to recognize a graduate in your family, please provide the following items no later than April 30:
•Digital Photo of Graduate
•Name of Parents (if applicable)
•Name of School Graduating From (degree, major, etc.)
•Future Plans (Career path, next school attended, Military involvement, etc.)
Please email your materials to Dawn McFadden at dawn.mcfadden@firstumchanover.org.
PRAYER AND INPUT NEEDED FOR NEW YOUTH DIRECTOR
The Staff Parish Relations Committee is in discernment about the best way to fill staff positions that are
currently open, including Director of Youth Ministry. If you have questions, concerns, or suggestions for
this position, please feel free to share your thought with Bob Duck, Jr. chair of SPRC at
rlduckjr@yahoo.com.
THANK YOU, PASTOR GREG!
Pastor Greg has served as interim Youth Director during our time
of transition and COVID. With Pastor Greg’s upcoming move in
June, he will be stepping down from Youth Ministry involvement
in late April.

FIRST

UMC

HANOVER

PAGE

8

One Great Hour of Sharing (UMCOR Sunday)

On March 14, United Methodists worldwide are asked to make a special offering through One Great Hour
of Sharing to support humanitarian aid through UMCOR (United Methodist Committee on Relief). Through
comprehensive programs that help provide healing and hope for some of the world’s most vulnerable people, UMCOR is there on your behalf, providing refuge to people in distress.
Gifts to One Great Hour of Sharing lay the foundation for all of UMCOR’s work by covering the costs of doing business. This means that 100% of gifts can be designated for specific programs because UMCOR’s basic
expenses are covered. Please consider a donation to One Great Hour of Sharing.
Mission/Benevolence Committee

Mission/Benevolence 2020 Summary Report
Thank You from the Mission/Benevolence Committee
The Mission/Benevolence Committee wants to share with you that all organizations on the Benevolence
Budget received some contributions.
Our 4 Missionaries, SUSCOM Overseas Pension, Hanover Area Council of Churches and 11 other Local/

Regional/National budgeted programs were paid in full. Other organizations budgeted for 2020 received
partial payments.
The Benevolence Apportionments, determined by the Susquehanna Conference, received a partial payment.
Ruth's Harvest and God's Meal Barrel were supported through contributions from the congregation. Several
other areas were supported through Special Offerings: Heifer International (Easter), Society of St. Andrew
(Christmas), UMCOR (flood relief and One Great Hour of Sharing).
THANK YOU FOR CONTINUING TO SHARE GOD’S LOVE THROUGH YOUR BENEVOLENCE OFFERINGS!
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Church and Society.

H

ave you looked at the news lately? In the last year
we’ve seen California burn and hurricanes ravage
the south. The pandemic has kept families apart, cost
millions of people their jobs, and left people who were on
the edge financially struggling to pay their bills or even
feed themselves and their children. According to Gun Violence Archive there were 620 mass shootings in 2020, as
defined by 4 or more people shot in the same location at
the same time resulting in 521 deaths and 2,541 injuries,
for a total of 3,062 victims. We saw protests following
deaths of people of color in police custody. After the very
recent attack on
our Capitol, the
Department of
Homeland Security declared
that one of the
nation’s biggest
threats is the
rise in and emboldening of
extremist rightwing groups and
white supremacists. Have you found yourself struggling
with anger, fear or hopelessness in the face of it all?

These emphases illustrate the prophetic ministry of the
early Methodist movement, responding to God’s grace
working in and on behalf of a wounded world. The Social
Principles are a faithful and fresh expression of our Wesleyan missional mandate “to make disciples of Jesus Christ
for the transformation of the world,” or, as Wesley articulates, our call “to reform the nation, particularly the
church, and to spread scriptural holiness over the
land.” (United Methodist Church. Social Principles of The
United Methodist Church 2017-2020 (pp. 5-6). Cokesbury.)

T

hroughout
2021, your
Committee on
Church and Society
will present one of
the Social Principals each month in
the newsletter and
ask you to pray
that we as a church
find ways to implement it in our
church and community as we Embrace the Community
with God’s Love. As you read a statement of a Social Prinhe good news is that God is still in control. And He ciple, you may find yourself enthusiastically nodding in
uses His people to work for justice in the world and agreement, or you may vehemently disagree. You may
care for the poor, oppressed and marginalized. John Wes- feel overjoyed when you discover that what your conley, the early leader of the Methodist movement, invest- science and lived experience has taught you is in accord
with the Social Principles. Or you may find that even as a
ed in relationships with people most affected by societal
inequities, making ministry to the poor or otherwise vul- lifelong United Methodist, you feel defensive when a pornerable a priority. Wesley pointed to the oppressive caus- tion of the Social Principles sounds as if it is in conflict
with your core convictions. You might find yourself sures and effects of systemic poverty and forged personal
friendships with impoverished and neglected people. He prised to discover a topic you had not thought about very
much. Whatever the case, we ask you to commit to prayer
promoted equity in health care, sustainable economic
on the subject, using Scripture to seek God’s guidance
development, sustainable food production and distribution, access to a clean environment, and equitable access about how we might work to fulfill the mandate to show
God’s love by loving our neighbors as ourselves. We seek
to education. He spoke out against abuses such as expanding imperialism and colonialism, mass incarceration, your input. Each of you brings unique insights and life
experiences to bear. So, let’s embark on this journey toand human trafficking; he promoted religious tolerance
gether with unity of purpose.
and the dignity and sacred worth of indigenous peoples.

T
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A Thank You from Cici Duck
Cecilia Duck thanks everyone for their prayers and
cards after the passing of her brother Pablo. Your support means a lot, especially in these difficult times.
Thank you! Bob Duck

Do you want to fast this lent?
In the words of Pope Francis
 Fast from hurting words and say kind words.
 Fast from sadness and be filled with gratitude.
 Fast from anger and be filled with patience.
 Fast from pessimism and be filled with hope.
 Fast from worries and have trust in God.

 Fast from complaints and contemplate simplicity.
 Fast from pressures and be prayerful.
 Fast from bitterness and fill your heart with joy.
 Fast from selfishness and be compassionate to

others.
 Fast from grudges and be reconciled.

FIRST

UMC

HANOVER

PAGE

11

FUMC Scholarship Applicants First Church members who are in college, those who will be graduating from High School this year, and adults seeking financial aid
for full-time enrollment to Vo-Tech, Trade Schools, Nursing
Schools, Colleges, Universities, or Seminary are eligible to apply
for FUMC tuition assistance scholarships.
This $1,500 scholarship is awarded only twice to an individual
applicant in order to allow more FUMC applicants to receive a scholarship. Applications are available by emailing the church office at office@firstumchanover.org. To be considered, your completed application must
be returned to the church office, including reference letters and grade information, prior to the May 15th
deadline!!!
Members and friends who would like to support this ministry, may make their tax-deductible donations in
any envelope, made payable to First UMC and designated for FUMC Scholarship Fund. May you find great
joy and satisfaction in helping to give the gift of education to others!!!

The Stolte Scholarship Fund The Hanover Area Council of Churches would like to announce the Stolte Scholarship Fund. The Fund was established in 1973 in memory of Rev. Robert H. Stolte, pastor of Lohr’s Memorial United Methodist Church in
Hanover from 1962-1973.
The administration of the fund has been handled by the Hanover Area Council of Churches and has been supported with the offerings received at the Community Good Friday Service and with private donations. The
Stolte Scholarship Fund provides a one-time grant of $1000.00 to an individual pursuing a career in the field
of ministry, missions, or humanitarian service.
Interested applicants must be residents of the greater Hanover area and should be a high school senior, college student or seminary student. He or she must complete an application form and submit a brief summary
of his or her call into the field of ministry, missions, or humanitarian service and future vocational goals. They
should be active members of a church, display good moral character, and exhibit high scholastic ability.
An application form available upon request in the church office. The deadline for accepting applications is
April 30, 2021. Please contact Kathy Bortner at 717-637-6973
or by e-mail at kabortner@comcast.net with any questions
you might have.
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Important Dates in the February/March Newsletters:


March 7

Communion



March 14

Daylight Savings Time begins—Set your clocks ahead!



March 14

UMCOR Donation—One Great Hour of Sharing



March 14

Heifer International Donation



March 17

St. Patrick’s Day



March 20

First Day of Spring



March 28

Palm Sunday—Lent Offering



April 30

Deadline to submit 2021 Graduate information



April 30

Stolte Scholarship Application due



May 15

UMM Golf Tournament



May 15

FUMC Scholarship Application due

“Lent is the season in which we
ought to be surprised by joy. Our
self-sacrifices serve no purpose unless, by laying aside this or that desire, we are able to focus on our
heart’s deepest longing: unity with
Christ. In him-- in his suffering and
death, his resurrection and triumph,
we find our truest joy.”

FIRST

UMC

HANOVER

PAGE

13

March A nniversaries
March 8
Rabon & Jennifer Twyman
March 14
Gordon & Kay Fisher
March 15
Alan & Sue Miller
March 20
Jose & Liz Rocha
Bob & Sue Sullivan
March 23
Dennis & Donna McGough
March 29
Todd & Shannon Bell
Eric & Katie Kenworthy
March 31
Greg & Pamela Gordon
Bill & Candace Rutter

Joel 2:12-14
12 “Even now,” declares the LORD, “return to me with all your heart, with fasting and weeping and
mourning.” 13 Rend your heart and not your garments. Return to the LORD your God, for he is gracious
and compassionate, slow to anger and abounding in love, and he relents from sending calamity. 14 Who
knows? He may turn and relent and leave behind a blessing— grain offerings and drink offerings for the
LORD your God.

Prayer Focus for March
During this Lenten season may this be a time of reflection and prayer for each one of us.

Help us Lord to look within our hearts and take this time to reflect upon where we are
on our spiritual journey, where we are in our relationship with you. Help us to know
what you are calling us to lay aside or take up as we begin our journey to the cross. All
this we pray in Jesus name, amen
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March Birthdays
March 1
Fred Isaacs
Wendy Shearer
Paul Stevenson

March 9
Rusty Elsner
Samantha Oaster
March 10
Derek Mostoller

March 2
Scott Gordon
Kyle Miller
Linda Mosser
Rob Simmons

March 11
Cathy Conant
Megan Klansekarch

March 3
Shelly Bean
Tania Groft
Helen Longstreth
Dillon Ruth
Janis Wagner

March 12
Dennis Cornbower
Chad Meckley

March 4
Faun Garrett
Morgan Kincaid

March 14
Melissa Duck
Gordon Fisher
Suzanne Hollinger
Lindsey Price

March 13
Joan Underriner

March 5
Doris Feather
Amy Lawrence
Shannon MacIntyre
Daniel Markle

March 15
Douglas Kincaid
Patrick Leitzelch

March 6
Robert Cowell
Nancy Daniels
Sandy Langknecht
Wayne Snyder

March 16
Linda Skiles
March 17
Jordon Kenworthy
Ben Long
Randy Rohrbaugh

March 7
Parker Bean
Paul Bingham
Delaney Mostoller
Stephanie Snyder

March 18
Mandi Bahlow
Carron Berger
Donna McGough
Ronnie Stevenson

March 8
Melissa Bowers
Scott Foerster
Judy Porowski
Mary Price
Matt Stroda
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March 19
Kylie Kemper
Rich Schuck
Julie Schuck

HANOVER

March 20
Janele Foster
David Hall
Philip Lockwood
March 22
Allen Clousher
Allyson Nace
March 23
Lamar Bortner
March 24
Courtney Gordon
Mike Long
March 25
Shelley Rex
March 26
Carolyn Anderson
Elizabeth Donovan
Kristin Hart
March 27
Elizabeth Miller
March 28
Rick Brown
Jane Lawrence
Mike Lyons
Norman Palmer
Kristi Reppe
March 29
Barbara Bingham
Richard Hollinger
Kate Rudy
Ronald Vastola
Phil Whisler
March 30
Missy Dulaney
Katie Kenworthy
March 31
Di Dague
Justin Presley
Candace Rutter
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Newsletter Updates & Reminders
The deadline to submit articles to the newsletter is the 15th of each month.
Please submit all articles to newsletter@firstumchanover.org

First United Methodist of Hanover
200 Frederick Street
Hanover, PA 17331
“Caring for Our Neighbors as Jesus Would”

[Affix mailing label here]

