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Pastor Greg began his time with First UMC Hanover in the summer of 2012 and
led the merger between FUMC and Lohr’s Memorial UMC. During this time we
have seen the launch of our Middle Street Campus and growth in ministries and
mission. In 2016, Pastor Greg led the congregation through a yearlong trip
through the entire Bible called “Coast to Coast” which was a spiritual highpoint
for many of us. His tenure has seen rocky times as well as we have navigated
through several seasons of struggle and disagreement about the future of First
Church. COVID-19 has been an unexpected challenge and has led to the decline
and closure of the Middle Street Campus, the freezing of many ministries, and a
recent halt to in -person worship.

Worship Schedule

2

Covid Update

3

Farewell to Chad

4

UMW / UMM

5

C.H.A.O.S .
Youth Ministry

6
7-8

As we plan the reopening of First Church post-COVID, we will begin a brand
new chapter with a brand new senior pastor to help lead the way. District Superintendent Rev. Cathy Boileau will meet with the Staff Parish Relations Committee of First Church in coming days to begin the process of appointing a new
senior pastor to Hanover First. SPRC Chair Bob Duck Jr. welcomes any comments or suggestions you might have about our next senior pastor. You can
email Bob at rlduckjr@yahoo.com. Please
keep this entire transition in your prayers!
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Bishop Jeremiah Park of the Susquehanna Conference is pleased to announce
that he has appointed Pastor Greg Rapp to serve as the new pastor of Park and
Sweden Valley United Methodist Churches in Coudersport, PA starting July 1,
2021.
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February 2021
Worship Calendar
*Denotes Communion Sunday
(Schedule is subject to change without notice)
February 7*
February 14
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Pastor Greg Rapp
Pastor Greg Rapp
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Pastor Greg Rapp

I’m fairly certain that
the person who put
the first “r” in February also decided how
to spell Wednesday.
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…YET ANOTHER COVID-19 UPDATE!

Well, we did the unthinkable this December. We cancelled our in-person Christmas Eve
services and have yet to reopen on Sunday Morning. I want to thank you for your patience
during this time. With the number of reported cases appearing on our PrayerNet prayer
updates and with the skyrocketing COVID admissions to Hanover Hospital, we know we
were doing the right thing for the safety of our congregation and community. The postthanksgiving surge is finally beginning to drop, which means we anticipate reopening Sunday morning in-person worship soon. If all goes well in the coming days, we HOPE to reopen mid-February. That is a goal and not yet a certainty. We will widely publicize our Sunday morning reopening once official.
When we reopen, we will continue to offer a modified worship schedule of 8:00 am and
9:30 am. Masks are still required. Even after receiving the vaccination you can still pass
the virus to those who have not yet been vaccinated, so this inconvenient precaution will
still be with us for awhile until all are vaccinated, and COVID-19 is no longer a widespread
risk. We believe we are beginning to see the light at the end of the tunnel. This summer
could see a reopening of our full worship schedule, small groups, and Sunday School. IF
that does not work, this Fall seems likely. Thank you for your ongoing patience, your deepening faith, and your growing generosity.
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Chad Wynn Stepping Down as Contemporary
Worship Leader
The Staff Parish Relations Committee would
like to thank Chad Wynn for his service to Contemporary Worship at
First United Methodist Church. Chad, a graduate of the Millersville
University Music Department joined First UMC in May of 2014 to
serve as our first Contemporary Worship Leader. Over the years,
Chad has broadened our musical repertoire, recruited and prepared
musicians to lead in the Praise Band, and has assisted in the technical upgrades during our move to the Multi-Purpose room at Frederick Street. Chad offers his appreciation to the people of First
Church, especially to the members of the Praise Band: Tim Happel,
Dorothy Bollinger, and Chuck Bauer, without whom the work would have been much more difficult.
Chad and his wife Kaylene are planning to move closer to the Harrisburg Area, closer to Kaylene’s
work. Chad, who already plays guitar in several bands in the area looks to broaden his musical career
within the church and beyond. We are very grateful for all Chad has done for First United Methodist
church and wish him all the best in this next chapter of his life. Chad’s last day on staff will be January
31. 2021.

Psalm 57:7

My heart, O God, is steadfast, my heart is steadfast;
I will sing and make music.
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We will begin to plan UMW events and meetings once there is a higher level of comfort concerning the Corona Virus Pandemic.
HOWEVER
We do have our thinking caps in place for 2021. If you have any thoughts or ideas, we would be thrilled to
hear them!
UMW focused emails will occur twice a month for the time being. One will emphasize UMW current events
and news. The second will capture the essence of the monthly programs from the UMW Program Guide. If
you have not yet received an email, and would like to, please send your email address to:
susanbraver@comcast.net.
Each of us individually and as members of the community of faith must strive
to grow spiritually so that we can be both faithful to our calling and fruitful in
God's mission in the world.
We will explore biblical passages chosen because they emphasize the role of
women in carrying out God’s will. We take encouragement from their witness
and work and will be challenged to join in the courageous bold witness of
faithful women.
Here’s how you can help as we begin: Share a story about the challenges
women face in working. Send your story to susanbraver@comcast.net.

Brothers in Christ—we look forward to meeting again, worshipping together, and sharing fellowship as soon as it is deemed
safe.

UMM Spring Golf Outing at Flatbush in Littlestown, PA.
May 15, 2021

More to come in the March Newsletter.

UMM Spring Chicken Barbeque
May 29, 2021
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(Christ Honored and Others Served)

WEEKLY ONLINE YOUTH GROUP!!
HAPPY NEW YEAR!! We have been enjoying each others’ company, having some good conversation, playing some games, studying
the bible and praying together. We are having a great time and
hope you will join us and bring a friend. The Zoom meeting links
will be sent out on Sunday morning on the days we meet in the
evening. We will meet every Sunday evening in January starting on
January 10, led by our team of counselors Raquel Piper, Scott Corridon, and Pastor Greg. We hope to see you!

FEBRUARY SCHEDULE
7
14
21
38
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Thank you for your continued support of these missionaries through your
Benevolence/Mission donations .

Missions At Work: Lenten Offerings 2021
Lenten Offerings
Lent begins on Wednesday, February Feb. 17. This year we will be using 2 ways for your Lenten Offerings:
Lenten Coin Folders (on table outside Sanctuary)
OR

use your own envelope for your Lenten Offering and mail it or drop it off at the church.
Monies donated for the Lenten Offerings will be sent to Mission Central for Cleaning Buckets. These
Cleaning Buckets will then be given to UMCOR for its work around the world. These buckets will enable
people to begin the overwhelming task of cleaning up after a disaster in their area. Please contribute
during Lent to help change people's lives.
Please return your Lenten Offerings by Palm Sunday, March 28.

The Mission/Benevolence Committee

1 Peter 5:6
Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty
hand, that he may lift you up in due time.
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Missions At Work - An Alternate Easter Giving Idea
Heifer International's mission is to work with communities to end world hunger and poverty and to
care for the Earth. They empower families to turn
hunger and poverty into hope and prosperity - their
approach is more than just giving a handout. Heifer
links communities and helps bring sustainable agriculture
and commerce to areas with a long history of poverty.
Their animals provide partners with both food and reliable
income, as agricultural products such as milk, eggs and
honey can be traded or sold at market.

Please consider a donation to Heifer International this
Easter season. While Heifer Order Forms are available at
the Connection Center outside the Sanctuary or in the
church bulletins, the following is a form you can copy or
just indicate the needed information for your donation on
an envelope/paper with your contribution. Orders must
The core of their model is Passing on the Gift where famibe received in the church office by March 14, 2021.
lies share the training they receive and pass on the first
female offspring of their livestock to another family.
Thank you for sharing Christ's love with others around
the world.

Heifer International Order Form


Easter Alternative Gift Idea



If you would like to participate in an alternative to the traditional flowers to celebrate Easter, we invite you to
share in supporting Heifer International.



All donations will go towards eliminating world hunger.
Orders must be received in the church office by March 14, 2021.

Name:________________________________________________________________________________________
Phone #:______________________________________________________________________________________
Circle your choice below:
Rabbit ($60)

$10 a share

Pig ($120)

$10 a share

Alpaca ($150)

$20 a share

Sheep ($120)

$10 a share

Honeybees

$30

Goat ($120)

$10 a share

Flock of Chickens

$20 per flock

Tree Seedlings ($60)

$10 a share

Where most needed

$______

In Honor of:___________________________________________________________________________________
In Memory of:_________________________________________________________________________________

Check (made payable to First United Methodist Church) enclosed for $___________________________________
Thank you.
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A Thank You from Peggy Duck

“To My Church Family and Friends,
Thank you for the prayers, cards, gifts, etc. I’m slowly recovering at home. I hope to be back shortly to worship with the
group. “

A Prayer for Healing
Father God, many of us need healing. We need healing for past hurts, random physical pains that we might
allow to waylay our days and Spiritual healing for various reasons. We reach up to You to receive this healing so that we may be whole and that we may be able to then minister to others in a way that brings You
fullness of glory. How wonderful to be able to worship You without stain or blemish and to be totally
healed. Show others Your healing power so that they may also be healed and walk in wholeness. In the pre-

cious name of Jesus. Amen!
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FUMC Scholarship Applicants First Church members who are in college, those who will be graduating from High School this year, and adults seeking financial aid
for full-time enrollment to Vo-Tech, Trade Schools, Nursing
Schools, Colleges, Universities, or Seminary are eligible to apply
for FUMC tuition assistance scholarships.
This $1,500 scholarship is awarded only twice to an individual
applicant in order to allow more FUMC applicants to receive a scholarship. Applications are available by emailing the church office at office@firstumchanover.org. To be considered, your completed application must
be returned to the church office, including reference letters and grade information, prior to the May 15th
deadline!!!
Members and friends who would like to support this ministry, may make their tax-deductible donations in
any envelope, made payable to First UMC and designated for FUMC Scholarship Fund. May you find great
joy and satisfaction in helping to give the gift of education to others!!!

The Stolte Scholarship Fund The Hanover Area Council of Churches would like to announce the Stolte Scholarship Fund. The Fund was established in 1973 in memory of Rev. Robert H. Stolte, pastor of Lohr’s Memorial United Methodist Church in
Hanover from 1962-1973.
The administration of the fund has been handled by the Hanover Area Council of Churches and has been supported with the offerings received at the Community Good Friday Service and with private donations. The
Stolte Scholarship Fund provides a one-time grant of $1000.00 to an individual pursuing a career in the field
of ministry, missions, or humanitarian service.
Interested applicants must be residents of the greater Hanover area and should be a high school senior, college student or seminary student. He or she must complete an application form and submit a brief summary
of his or her call into the field of ministry, missions, or humanitarian service and future vocational goals. They
should be active members of a church, display good moral character, and exhibit high scholastic ability.
An application form available upon request in the church office. The deadline for accepting applications is
April 30, 2021. Please contact Kathy Bortner at 717-637-6973
or by e-mail at kabortner@comcast.net with any questions
you might have.
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Hello FUMC! As we prepare to and proceed with resuming our Contemporary Worship Service in our “new digs” (the Frederick St MPR), we need your
help.
The Praise Band is in need of volunteer musicians. Primarily, guitarists, keyboardists and vocalists.
Are you a musician looking for a place to use your talents?


Maybe looking for a reason to dust off the piano or guitar and start playing again?



Maybe you’ve been taking lessons for a few years now and thinking maybe it’s time to do something with what
you’ve learned?



Maybe you love singing with Christian radio and ready to serve FUMC in a new way? You don’t need to be a professional (we can’t afford professionals!), you just need to love the Lord and yearn to lead others to worship Him!

If any of these are true of you, please contact Tim Happel at twhappel@comcast.net or call him at 443-202-9776.


Are you anxious to get back to In-Person Contemporary Worship? Are you willing to serve as Greeter, Communion
Steward or Hospitality? Tech/Audio-Visual?

If these are your outlet to serve, please contact Dorothy Bollinger at mrsdcb@gmail.com or call 717-640-1330.

NOW HIRING: Contemporary Worship Leader
The Staff Parish Relations Committee is pleased to announce that First
United Methodist Church is now searching for a new Contemporary
Worship Leader who will be responsible for planning, preparing, and
leading Sunday morning Contemporary Worship services in cooperation

with preaching pastor. Duties include:

•

Recruiting, leading and rehearsing Worship Band to provide music for weekly Contemporary Service

•

Recruiting, training, and scheduling audio and video technicians to support weekly services with audio mixing and
video projection

•

Selecting and preparing weekly music in consultation with preaching pastor

•

Leading Contemporary Worship services with preaching pastor

•

Providing music for Contemporary Online Worship

•

Musical skills and leadership experience are important.

•

This is a spiritual leadership position which requires a faith relationship with God through Jesus Christ and the ability
to offer that faith to others.

•

Our Contemporary Service is currently on hiatus due to COVID-19. This person will help redesign and relaunch our
contemporary service in a new worship space.

•

Position is Part-time, 15 hours per week

Compensation: $15,000.00 - $18,000.00 per year depending on qualifications
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February Anniversairies
February 4
Voyzey, John & Sue

February 11
Wentz, Edward & Norma
February 14
Baker, Liz & Thomas
February 15
Stroda, Chuck & Kim
February 20
Rapp, Greg & Robin
Febuary 27
Robinson, Brian & Sullivan,
Stephanie
February 29
Orndorff, Chris & Mary

Thank you for your understanding during the transition in staffing and the ongoing membership
software glitches. The membership database is currently being given an overhaul (individual

!

person by individual person) and it will take several months before this project is finalized. If
you notice any missing names from the above lists, please email the “new kid on the block,”
your AA, Dawn McFadden at dawn.mcfadden@firstumchanover.org. I appreciate all your understanding as I learn all there is to learn in my new position. Thank you!

Prayer Focus for February
May we pray for all of the front-line workers, doctors and nurses that are battling the
Corona virus. May we pray that God will wrap His healing and comforting arms around
and keep them safe. Let us continue to pray for all those that have lost loved ones
because of the Corona virus – may God comfort them with His love and grace.
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February Birthdays
February 1
Cluck, Melissa
Coleman, Gabrielle
Corridon, Scott
Spector, Jennie
Traband, Holly
Zylka, Deborah

February 14
Bittinger, William H.
Jones, Tonya
Miller, Stephen
O'Reilly, Cheryl
February 15
Gordon, Betty
Kenworthy, Bailey
Rohrbaugh, Emily

February 2
Coll, Molly
Rhone, Brad

February 16
Cornbower, Zachary
Eigenbrode, Gail
Klansek, Stephanie
Lignos, Barbara
Rocha, Elizabeth
Wagner, Jessica

February 3
Bureau, Karen
Culp, Randall
February 5
Ford, Connie
Gerken, John

February 17
Gauldin, Thurmon
McMaster, Donna
Sheets, Michele

February 6
Mosser, Von
February 7
Pitzer, Brian

February 18
Miller, Christopher
Smith, Myfanwy
Winik, Alan

February 8
Denis, Patti
February 9
Fereday, Charles
Healy, Dan

February 19
Coleman, William
Eltz, Donald
Porter, Robert

February 10
Minetola, Craig

February 22
Gottsch, Gregory
Henry, Anne
Leitzel, Adam
Harner, Jason
Small, Wesley
Wingert, Emily
February 23
Sanford, Aimee

February 24
Stegner, Cathy
February 25
Blyler, Patricia
Jackson, Larry
Miller, Bernard
Miller, Holly
February 26
Cromer, Matthew
Skiles, John
Dull, Dwayne
Wallace, Madison
February 27
Clough, Rita
Zeigler, Tiffany
February 28
McVicker, Ronald

February 20
Leese, Donna
Pitzer, Olivia
Twyman, Jennifer

February 11
O'Reilly, Connor
February 12
Bell, Stephanie
Fisher, Katherine
Hillard, Lewis
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Newsletter Updates & Reminders
The deadline to submit articles to the newsletter is the 15th of each month.
Please submit all articles to newsletter@firstumchanover.org

First United Methodist of Hanover
200 Frederick Street
Hanover, PA 17331
“Caring for Our Neighbors as Jesus Would”

[Affix mailing label here]

