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PATIENCE, HOPE, AND TRUST
As a kid, I was terrible at waiting. I had no patience at all. For that reason, going
fishing with my Dad was agony because I had to quietly wait for the fish to bite.
There is nothing you can do to speed up the process. The fish are in control. That
is humbling for us because we like to try to control everything. It was agony for my
Dad too as I could not sit still for more than three minutes. And counting down to
Christmas morning was unbearable because I was so excited to open presents
that I could barely sleep! We learn quickly that you simply cannot speed up time.
Like fish, time moves at its own pace. As I’ve grown, I’ve developed that important
skill and it has come in handy during this past year. We’ve had a lot to wait
through and though there seems to be light at the end of the tunnel, we are far
from finished. Vaccines are now being distributed, but it is going to take months
until we all receive one. Masks and distance are still with us for a large portion of
2021, whether we like it or not. We will continue to play it safe as COVID-19 hit
the Hanover area hard in December. As we print this newsletter, our in-person
worship remains suspended, and will reopen when the current surge abates.
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But I am tired of talking about the pandemic, aren’t you? It is with us and we will
deal with it, but it does not rule our lives. We will wait patiently for the “all clear,”
because we must, but remember that patience is a gift of the Spirit. It is a necessary skill in the work of a disciple. We just spent the season of Advent discussing
the imminent return of Jesus Christ to this earth to set up His eternal Kingdom in
glory. We must wait for that day as well. It has been said that as the Church we
live between the “already and the not yet.” Christ is already crucified and risen.
Our sins are forgiven and eternal life has begun, but the world is far from the perfect Kingdom we anticipate. God’s completion is not yet here…so we wait. We
can wait because we trust in God to get us there. God will get us there, so we
have hope. Hope is not the same thing as wishing. When don’t say we hope
Christ returns soon as if his return is in question. It is coming. It is certain, and because it is certain we know that the best is yet to come. We can keep moving forward through all kinds of difficulty and disappointment because we know that
something good is ahead of us.
I believe that in 2021 we will finally be able to resume our normal worship schedules. We will be able to reopen Sunday School, small groups, ministries, mission
trips, and we can gather again and enjoy each others’ company. In some ways we
will be all but starting from scratch. We have a lot of “God Work” to do in the year
to come. I also believe that it will take longer than we want it to, but remember,
patience is what we do as the Body of Christ. IF we can await the return of Christ,
we can wait through this. We have hope in our future because we trust that God is
bringing it about and it will be worth waiting for. Hang in there. Use this time to
draw closer to God in whatever way you can. Stay connected with each other any
way you can and be ready. The best is yet to come!
Pastor Greg

January 2021 Worship Calendar
*Denotes Communion Sunday-Online Worship
(Schedule is subject to change without notice)
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January 31

Pastor Greg Rapp
Pastor Greg Rapp
Pastor Greg Rapp
Pastor Greg Rapp
Pastor Greg Rapp

UPDATE OF COVID-19 AND WORSHIP
A reminder that we have suspended all in-person worship until Gov. Wolf lifts the current restrictions
somewhere after January 4. We believe that this date was an arbitrary choice and reopening will
depend on a substantial reduction in the number of positive cases in the Hanover area. We will
reopen as soon as it is safer to do so. I thank you for your patience and faith and encourage you to
join us for our weekly online worship services that are available on Facebook and YouTube. The
links are emailed out to the congregation every Saturday evening.
If you are not receiving these emails and would like to, please contact Julie Kress in the church
office at office@firsumchanover.org.
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WELCOME
DAWN McFADDEN!
The Staff Parish Relations Committee would like to
officially welcome the newest member of our staff,
Dawn McFadden who now serves as our new Administrative Assistant. Prior to serving at First United Methodist Church, Dawn served on the administrative staff at St. John’s United Methodist
Church in Hampstead, MD and most recently at
Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church in Westminster, MD.

A GREETING FROM DAWN
Hello! My name is Dawn
McFadden. I grew up in
Westminster, MD. I am the
youngest of three daughters.
As a matter of fact, there is
quite an age difference between my sisters and me; so
much so that I would practically say I grew up as an only child (well sort of). My middle sister, Debbie, is mentally challenged and she is not
able to live alone; she lived with my parents all her
life. Then, when they both passed in October 2007,
my other sister, Donna, and I had to get her into a
home so she would have adequate care. Today,
she lives in an ARC of Carroll County group home
and is blessed to receive the medical care she
needs on a daily basis. To be honest, I must say
my close relationship with Debbie has gone a long
way to making me into the person I am today.

As this is a part time position, you can connect with
Dawn in the office Tuesday through Thursday:
Office: 717-637-1574
Direct: 717-781-2559

a passion for bowling (ten pins). We bowl in a
league together on Friday evenings and we also
love to travel to bowling tournaments; so far, we
have been as far as Williamsburg. Traveling to
bowling tournaments is something my mom and I
did too before I had kids so when I found out that
Sam likes to do that too, I thanked the Good Lord
above! We enjoy traveling to theater shows in Lancaster and wherever the wind takes us for a quick
weekend jaunt. I also enjoy reading in my spare
time and have been known to carry a book with me
wherever I go!

I want to share one more tidbit with you about my
sister Debbie and me. Debbie is 14 years older
than me but she is like a kid sister (mentally). She
and I did everything together when I was growing
up. When I started driving, I took her with me to the
grocery store. We went on vacations to the beach
and romped around in the ocean or the pool together. She went roller skating with me because
she loved to people watch and listen to the music.
She also went to bowling tournaments with me so
I have always lived in Maryland and I currently live she could be the “cheering section” (her words).
in Westminster with my husband Sam. We met four Once I went with her to the Special Olympics and it
years ago and just celebrated our 2nd wedding an- was there that I saw the true human heart. Someone fell down on the 500 meter dash and instead of
niversary on December 8! I have two daughters.
Kaylee, and her husband Brian and their daughters keeping on running, I remember two people going
Gabby and Lexie, and Lindsey. Both girls also live back to help the fallen person back up. Then they
in Westminster. I attend church at Uniontown Bible all crossed the finish line together, arm in arm. That
story still chokes me up. It was THAT HEART for
Church in Union Bridge with my husband.
humanity that forever changed my life. Thanks for
When Sam and I met, we discovered we both have letting me share.

FIRST

UMC

HANOVER

PAGE

3

(Christ Honored and Others Served)

WEEKLY ONLINE YOUTH GROUP!!
HAPPY NEW YEAR!! I hope you had a Merry Christmas and that
2021 is off to a good start for you! In January, we resume our
Online Youth Group after a holiday break. We have been enjoying
each others’ company, having some good conversation, playing
some games, studying the bible and praying together. We are
having a great time and hope you will join us and bring a friend.
The Zoom meeting links will be sent out on Sunday morning on
the days we meet in the evening. We will meet every Sunday
evening in January starting on January 10, led by our team of
counselors Raquel Piper, Scott Corridon, and Pastor Greg. We
hope to see you!

JANUARY SCHEDULE
10
17
24
31
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Finance Committee Update

Year-to-date Financial Data Comparison for Current Expense Budget
1. A New Year / A New Look
Over the past many years, we have offered a year over year comparison as a snapshot in time. With
the new year, we will be changing things around slightly. There are several reasons (in no particular
order). Firstly, with our Treasurer duties changing over time, your 2019 Co-Chairs of Finance discussed it and felt it was probably more relevant to move to a bi-monthly or quarterly update to still provide relevant Church financials. Obviously, monthly reporting takes significant time to put together
and, in the end, will not affect developing trends in any one-month timeframe. Church members will
still be able to garner relevant trends and information—just not on a monthly basis in the future. Secondly, your author for the past 10 years, F. Rusty Elsner, will no longer be Co-Chairing Finance Committee with Rob (Rob will be flying solo as Chair of the Committee)—so the time constraints placed on
one Chair, as opposed to Co-Chairs has also impeded the available time for reporting. It is equally
important for Rob to concentrate his efforts on developing trends and provide strategic direction and
input.
2. Financial Update
All bills were paid at the end of November, 2019. Here are some highlights from acting Treasurer, Rob
Simmons:
September Revenue =
$ 49,739 (4 weeks of giving)
October Revenue =
$ 33,241 (4 weeks of giving)
November Revenue =
$ 49,775 (5 weeks of giving)
October Total Expenses =
($ 50,088)
October Net Loss =
($ 16,748)
YTD, the Church is still showing positive net income—primarily due to reduced expenses as a result of
COVID-19 and the addition of PPP funds, which is a one-time event in 2020.
3. 2020 Shares of Ministry Paid in Full
As reported last month, we are pleased to report that the Shares of Ministry were paid in full to the
Conference in 2020. Praise God for providing that we may support his overall Conference mission.
4. PPP Loan Forgiveness
If you have been following the news, the SBA has started the loan forgiveness program for the PPP
Loan program enacted as a result of COVID-19. First UMC-Hanover is in the process of submitting the
necessary documentation to have the loan forgiven. Many thanks to former treasurer Stephanie
Gauldin who tracked expenses accurately and detailed to assist in making this application. However,
this is an arduous task and Rob continues to work closely with ACNB Bank (the Bank that provided
the loan to First UMC-Hanover under the program) as to loan forgiveness. We will have more to report
at a future date.
SUMMARY
Please continue to give as generously as you are able as we continue to strive to be good stewards of
our Lord’s money.
Thank you for your continued faithful giving to First UMC-Hanover![
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Thank you for your continued support of these missionaries through your Benevolence/Mission donations .
Missionaries Whom FUMC Support
Nate and Lynn C
Nate and Lynn C. started their work in the Mediterranean region in 2011 when
they moved to North Africa and worked with NGO's to provide preventive health services
to at-risk children. After over six years in North Africa, they moved to Southern Spain to
serve as Area Directors for their organization's work in Southern Europe, North Africa,
and the Middle East. They are currently working with a church plant in Spain while maintaining a focus on North African immigrants, as well as traveling regularly to support a
number of teams in North Africa and the Middle East, many of which are working in Creative Access contexts using business to engage and bless the communities in which
they live.
James Keech
James Keech and his wife, Bernice, are missionaries with the Board of Global
Ministries of the UMC. They were in aviation ministry in Nigeria and Central Asia from
1989 to 2002. They are now Mission Advocates assigned to help annual conferences,
districts and local churches to understand and participate in global missions.
Dr. Mark Zimmerman
Dr Mark Zimmerman is a missionary with the Board of Global Ministries of the
UMC and works in Kathmandu, Nepal, a predominantly Hindu country, since 1986. A
medical doctor specializing in internal medicine, he is now director of the Nick Simon Institute with a mission to train and support skilled compassionate rural health care workers. His wife, Deidre, also a missionary, is a nutritionist and dietician, working to help
mothers and health care workers about healthy ways to support children's dietary needs.
Dr. Angelita Bolinas Broncano
Dr. Broncano, in South East Asia, is our new Missionary. In her bio, she wrote:” I
am a deaconess, an educator, a community organizer,
and a social development practitioner from the Philippines.
As an educator, my placement site has provided me another opportunity to reach out to the people through our
English program. God continues to unfold God’s creative
work through the people I meet, work and minister with.”
(Marilia Schuller completed her service on May 31, 2021)
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The mission of the United Methodist Church is to
“make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world”. We as the body of the church
must realize that because of this mission, our faith
is not just about us, it is about making a difference
in a troubled world! We must join in the healing
work of God in this world as well as in our own local
community. During this Human Relations month, let
us pause to reflect how not only this day, but each
and every day, we
can do everything
possible through
our words and our
deeds to make the
reign of God a reality now where we
live?

justice throughout our world. Let us continue King’s
“for I have a dream” vision in our daily lives as we
meet persons of differing faiths and colors and continue to work together to bring about peace for future generations. Let us daily practice the words
from Micah 6:8 – “What does the Lord require of
you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to
walk humbly with your God”.

August 28, 1963
was a memorable
day in our nation’s
history. As millions
of persons looked
on world-wide,
Martin Luther King
emblazoned the
Civil Rights MoveIt is important that
ment with his “I
we continue to find
have a dream”
ways to study and
speech. Its real sigimplement Christian
nificance is that it
principles in our
helped to change
daily lives. In these
attitudes in the
times of varied beUnited States and
liefs and cultures
led to a time full of
within our commupromise and
nity, it is important
achievement. In
for us as Christians
1964 the Civil
to not be judgmental towards others. Christ has told Rights Act was signed into law followed by the Votus to remove the log from our own eye before we
ing Rights Act and the 1968 Fair Housing Act. The
even attempt to remove the speck from the eye of a United Methodist Church and its members must
brother or sister. Let us continue to work on getting continue to work for social justice and equality. Just
our own lives in order so that the human race
as the world was watching us on that summer day
around us can see that although we are far from
in August 1963, the world still watches to see how
perfect, we are aspiring to be more Christ-like.
we respond to the continuing inequities among people of the earth. Let us take up the cross of Jesus,
As we remember the life of Martin Luther King dur- proclaim the good word as we make disciples, elimiing this month and his impact on bringing about
nate the judgments and criticisms, and all work topeaceful change among the races of this earth, let gether to make the Greater Hanover community
us continue to support those that work for social
and the world around us a better place.
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Dear Church family,
Jesus calls us to justice and to repentance, and now is the time to do the
hard work of listening, learning, reading, and reflecting on racism, the
church's role in it, and the action that must follow. Our small group met
(zoomed) this fall, and discussed the book, Caste The Origins of Our Discontents, by Isabel Wilkerson.
Our next book is “Be the Bridge Pursuing God's Heart for Racial Reconciliation”.
We will be meeting every other Tuesday for this book. We will begin Tuesday Jan. 12th covering
Chapter 1, “How We Begin, A Posture of Humility.:
Someone, wisely, suggested ordering from a local Christian bookstore at https://
www.heartsandmindsbooks.com/ . The book is also available where books are sold.
Please know that we are not experts and have more questions than answers, but we feel it is important to
have these difficult conversations in a safe, affirming space. If you are interested in joining the study or
have questions, please reply to one of the contacts listed below:
Carol Sterner

cmsterner@yahoo.com or call 717 465 8874.

Kendra Mabon

kjm128@gmail.com

Stephanie Klansek

seklansek@gmail.com

“A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” John 13:34-35

THANK YOU FROM PASTOR GREG
I want to thank all of you for the kindness shared in so many
ways this Christmas season. For your cards, prayers, gifts
and “well wishes” I am truly grateful.
Thank you for your generosity and thoughtfulness!
Pastor Greg
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BIRTHDAY and ANNIVERSARY LIST
Friends,
It is our custom each month to wish a happy
birthday and offer anniversary congratulations to those members of the First United
Methodist Church Family who are celebrating these milestones. Between an unexpected glitch in our membership software (currently under repair) and the
transition to a new Administrative Assistant, we are unable to provide an accurate, up to date listing of birthdays and anniversaries this month. We regret that and apologize to
those of you hoping to see your names in this
month’s list. You know who you are and God knows
who you are and we wish you a happy birthday, happy anniversary, and all God’s blessings to you in the
year to come.
We thank you for your patience and apologize for the
temporary inconvenience.

Prayer Focus for January
Let us continue to pray during this Advent and New Year Season for all
those who have lost loved ones, that they may find comfort and receive
God’s loving embrace to guide them through this holiday time and through
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Newsletter Updates & Reminders
The deadline to submit articles to the newsletter is the 15th of each month.
Please submit all articles to newsletter@firstumchanover.org

First United Methodist of Hanover
200 Frederick Street
Hanover, PA 17331
“Caring for Our Neighbors as Jesus Would”

[Affix mailing label here]

