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Welcome to December
Welcome to December, Advent, Christmas, and what appears to be a resurgent
COVID-19. We have become accustomed to the creative ways we must work around
this virus and later in this issue will be some information about Christmas Eve services,
both online and in-person. Gov. Wolf is indicating a reluctance to order a complete
lockdown like we endured in March, so at this point we are assuming Christmas Eve,
though modified for safety, will be happening. I have been reading some ancient wisdom that it is not what happens to us that bothers us, but the way we choose to think
about it. That is true. We can make things much worse by our frustration, regrets, bitterness, and fear. Advent and Christmas are about light overcoming darkness and we
need that this year more than ever. Jesus Christ is the Light of the World. He is our
Rock and Strength. He is our Hope. Keep your eyes on Jesus and He will see us
through. A friend shared this prayer with me the other day, and I had to chuckle. I offer
it now to you:

A Prayer for Wearing a Mask
(by Rev. Richard Bott, Moderator, Presbyterian Church of Canada)

“Creator God, as I prepare to go into the world, help me to see the sacramental nature
of wearing this cloth. Let it be a tangible and visible way of living love for my neighbors,
as I love myself.
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Christ Jesus, since my lips will be covered, uncover my heart, that people would see
my smile in the crinkles around my eyes. Since my voice may be muffled, help me to
speak clearly, not only with my words, but with my actions.

Holy Spirit, as the elastic touches my ears, remind me to listen carefully and caringly
to all those I meet. May this simple piece of cloth be shield and banner, and may every
breath that it holds, be filled with Your love. In Your name and in that love, I pray.”

Amen.
Pastor Greg

December 2020 Worship Calendar
*Denotes Communion Sunday
(Schedule is subject to change without notice)

December 6*

Advent: Week 1

Pastor Greg Rapp

December 13

Advent: Week 2

Pastor Greg Rapp

December 20

Advent: Week 3

Pastor Greg Rapp

December 24

Christmas Eve
7:00 p.m. @ Frederick Street, Pastor Greg Rapp
8:30 p.m. @ Frederick Street, Pastor Greg Rapp

December 27

To Be Announced Shortly, Pastor Greg on Vacation

Christmas Eve 2020

After an online survey and many personal phone calls we have established a rough estimate of the
demand we can expect for in-person worship on Christmas Eve. The resulting numbers describe
the number of responses, not necessarily the exact number of people planning to attend, but the
final count of the online survey is as follows:
Requesting Traditional Christmas Eve Service:
34 responses
Requesting Contemporary Christmas Eve Service: 7 responses
Worshiping Online:
35 responses
None of the Above:
14 responses
It has been decided that only two services will be necessary to provide space for the expected number of people. We will worship at 7:00 p.m. and 8:30 p.m. in the Frederick Street Sanctuary. Masks
will be required, and certain pews will remain closed due to social distancing. Despite the demand,
we will not seat worshippers in closed pews. Both services will include participants from all four of
our pre-COVID worship services, and will also include holy communion and the service of candlelight at the end. If capacity is exceeded at 7:00 p.m., you will be invited to return for the 8:30 p.m.
service. We will be recording and sharing an online Christmas Eve Service as well. If you have any
questions you may direct them to Pastor Greg at the church office.

Merry Christmas!
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Luke 2:11-14
11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you;
he is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: You
will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” 13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, 14 “Glory to
God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on
whom his favor rests.”

Volunteers Needed
Volunteers are needed to help count the weekly offering. The
counting is done Monday mornings and takes approximately 1-1
1/2 hours. You would be scheduled to help once or twice a month.
If interested in helping please contact :
Holly DeFilippo, Financial Secretary
holly.defilippo@firstchurchhanover.org
(717)253-4564.

There will be no Christmas Card Post Office this year due to the COVID-19 virus!
Sorry, but maybe next year!

Shake it up
Q. How does the snow globe feel in 2020?
A. A little shaken.
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C.H.A.O.S. YOUTH MINISTRY
(Christ Honored and Others Served)

WEEKLY ONLINE YOUTH GROUP!!
In November, we launched our new Online Youth Group, and while we
have had a few kinks to work out of the technology, we have been enjoying each others’ company, having some good conversation, playing
some games, studying the bible and praying together. The photo to the
left is a screen shot of Ben Littleton ending our group meeting in prayer.
We are having a great time and hope you will join us and bring a friend.

The Zoom meeting links will be sent out on Sunday morning on the days
we meet in the evening. We will meet every other week in December,
then led by our team of counselors Raquel Piper, Scott Corridon, and
Pastor Greg, we will begin offering Online Youth Group every Sunday
evening at 6 p.m. starting in January.

DECEMBER SCHEDULE
December
6
6:00 p.m.
20
6:00 p.m.
24
7:00 p.m.
8:00 p.m.
Any time!

Online Youth Group
Online Youth Group
Christmas Eve Service @ Frederick Street
Christmas Eve Service @ Frederick Street
Christmas Eve Service Online

How much dough-ho-ho?
Q. How much did Santa pay for his sleigh?
A. Nothing—it was on the house!
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Finance Committee Update

Year-to-date Financial Data Comparison for Current Expense Budget
As of October 31, 2020
Total Revenues YTD
Total Program Expenses YTD
Total Operating Expenses
YTD
Net Income YTD

As of October 31, 2019
$ 636,664.70

Information not available
at time of publishing

($

7,981.54) [1]

($ 608,745.41) [2]
$ 19,937.75

[1] For 20120 this line item is a cumulative total of the Invite, Connect, Disciple and Send Ministries Expenses to align the
budget to the active Church ministries. This is like 2019 for comparison purposes.
[2] For 2020, this line item includes Support Ministries Expenses to align the budget to active Church ministries. This is like
2019.

(This newsletter article was written on November 17, 2020.)
COMMENTARY:
1. Financial Update through October 31, 2020
Although the detailed information was not available at the time this article was written, we can advise
that all bills were paid at the end of October and net revenues year to date are still strong—helped by
reduced expenses due to COVID-19 and the PPP loan funds secured in April, 2020.
2. Shares of Ministry to be Paid in Full by the End of 2020
Although the Connectional Ministries portion of our Shares of Ministry was paid at a rate 5% less than
what the Conference requested throughout the year, we can inform you that at the October 14th Finance Committee meeting, it was voted to pay our full shares of ministry for 2020, which is consistent
with recent past practices.
First UMC-Hanover can be proud of the fact that we have met our 100% obligation for our Shares of
Ministry to Conference for many years in a row! Thank you for your faithfulness.
3. Finance Co-Chair, Rob Simmons is Acting Treasurer
The Finance Committee would like to thank Rob Simmons for temporarily filling the Treasurer’s duty
with the vacancy left with Stephanie Gauldin’s resignation. Rob felt called to fill the position in an unpaid capacity for a period of time to determine how the Treasurer’s role may change based on the closure of the Joyful Noise school program and the eventual sale of the Middle Street
Campus. Rob will be filling this capacity into early 2021 with the hopes that a new
Church Treasurer could be hired to start sometime in January 2021.
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4. 2021 Ministry Spending Plan (aka Budget)
The Finance Committee met on November 11th and approved a 2021 Ministry Spending Plan for
recommendation to Administrative Council to adopt said plan at their November 18th meeting. The
Ministry Spending Plan was emailed to all Congregants, as well as handed out in hard copy format at Church Conference on Sunday, November 15th. Hard copies will be available in the Church
office for those who do not have e-mail. The proposed current expense budget decreased 8.26%
from the prior year, while the Benevolence budget also decreased by 8.01%.
5. Finance Committee Giving Questionnaire
You may recall that in late October, the Finance Committee sent out a Giving Questionnaire to all
Congregants listing five questions regarding giving. This questionnaire was generated as a result
of some concerning trends related to a number of families who stopped giving to First UMCHanover. (As of this writing, we are pleased to report that several families have re-instated their
giving and we thank you for that.) If you took the time to respond to the questionnaire, we also
thank you! As of this writing, the information is being summarized and Administrative Council will
start the dialogue in January 2021 as to how best to act on the information provided.
6. PPP Loan Forgiveness Status
As of this writing, the Church is still waiting for guidance from ACNB Bank as to how we go about
applying for forgiveness of the Payroll Protection Program loan afforded to First UMC-Hanover via
the SBA in April 2020.
7. Are You Able to Make an Extra Contribution in the 4th Quarter?
As we have noted in the past, historically, giving in fourth quarter, and specifically, from Thanksgiving to Christmas usually provides the majority of the “make-up” giving for Churches around the
globe. First UMC-Hanover is no different.
If you are able to give anything extra before year end to Current Expense, please pray about it
and do so if you are able. Thank you!
SUMMARY
Please continue to give as generously as you are able as we continue to strive to be good stewards of our Lord’s money.
Thank you for your continued faithful giving to First UMC-Hanover!
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Christmas Blessing Express
New Hope Ministries is seeking donations of new, unwrapped gifts for local families. The Christmas tree with ornaments will not be available this year so please see the wish list in this newsletter
or pick up a wish list from the Connection Center. All gifts may be brought to the church by
Sunday, December 6 and may be placed on the Donation Table by the Frederick Street office.
The church office is open 9:00 am to 2:00 pm Monday to Friday. No late gifts will be accepted by
New Hope. We will also offer drive up gift collection Saturday, December 5 between 10:00
a.m. and 2:00 p.m. You may pull up under the roof by the back sliding door and someone will be
available to pick up your gifts from your car in a socially distanced way. If you have any questions,
please contact Donna Klinedinst at dklined1@gmail.com or call 717-476-8530.
New Hope Ministries is also assembling food baskets for Christmas. They are asking for canned
yams and potatoes, boxed stuffing, canned vegetables, gravy, cranberry sauce, pie filling, pie
crust mix, cereal, and canned fruit. These items may be placed in the New Hope donation bins at
the church or be brought with your gifts on Saturday December 5. Ham and turkey donations can
only be DROPPED OFF AT NEW HOPE MINISTRIES (NOT the church) between 9:00 am and
4:00 pm, Monday to Friday. (Please no free ham or turkey coupons from the grocery store; if you
choose to donate from this resource please redeem and drop off the item at New Hope).
Another way to give is through volunteering. If you would like to volunteer at New Hope Ministries
for any holiday activity, please go to the New Hope Ministries website at www.nhm-pa.org and
click on the Volunteering tab to sign up or call the Hanover office (717) 698-3365, option 3.
Through your generous support we can help to make this Christmas season one filled with hope
and love for many in our community. Thank you!

Christmas Blessings Wish List
Infant/Toddler (6 months to age 2)
Anything Little Tikes/
Playskool/ Vtech/Fisher Price
Leap Frog Fridge Farm
Learning Walkers
Bath Toys
Sit-n-Spin
Tonka Trucks
Trains
Mr. Potato Heads (all kinds)
Doctor kit
Plush Doll
Books
Baby Einstein
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Preschoolers (ages 2 to 5)
Play Instruments
Stacking rings Wheel Pals Cars/Truck/Trains Ride
on toys/scooters
Kitchen Play Set
Mega Bloks
Super Hero Figurines
My Little Ponies
Mr. Potato Head
Play-Doh sets
Disney Princess Stuff
Tea Sets
Baby Dolls & accessories
Legos Duplo
Lincoln Logs
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Christmas Blessings Wish List (Cont.)
Older Children (ages 6-12)
Baby Dolls and accessories
Barbie Dolls & accessories
Remote Control Cars
Super Hero Figurines
Science kits
Nerf Guns
Kids Crafts
Legos
Razor Scooter
K’nex Books/Puzzles/Games
Educational toys
Sports balls/bats

Teens
Skateboard Basketball
Soccer/Baseball/Football
Games
Make-up/Jewelry
Purse/Tote bag
Dress scarf
Hair accessories
Perfume
Bean bag
Decorative pillow
Skin care basket
Earbud headphones

Men
Tool Set/Tool box
Work Gloves
LED headlamp
Hair Trimmers/Shaving kit
Electronic Razor
Watch
Grilling set
Thermo Carrying Mug
Belt/ Robe /Slippers/Wallet
Hat /Sunglasses

Women
Purse/Umbrella/ Gloves/Hat
Dress scarf/ Sunglasses
Jewelry/Perfume
Skin Care Basket
Curling or Flat Iron
Watch
Slippers
Nail Care Kit
Purse Compact Mirror
Thermo Carrying Mug

Household
Iron/Ironing board
Serving Utensils
Bed Sheet Sets (full & queen)
Tupperware
Toaster/ Crockpot/ Electric Skillet
Toaster Oven /Coffeemaker
George Foreman Grill
Hand/Kitchen towel
Set Oven Mitts
Towels/ Bath set
Glassware/Dinnerware/Flatware set

Games (age 3 to 7+)
Chutes & Ladders
Candy Land
Hungry Hippos
Twister
Battleship
Jenga
Yahtzee
Dominos
Monopoly
Uno
Any Board Games

Clothing Adults/teens
Pajama set (S—XL)
Robes (S—XL) Sweaters (S—XXL)
Dress shirts/T-shirts (S—XXL)
Sweatshirt/pants (S—XXL)
Plus Size Clothing
Socks
Barrettes/Scrunchies

Kids
Pajama set (infant—size 12)
Outfit sets (infant—5T)
Kids Jeans (size 4—16)
Shirts (size 2T—16)
Skirts (size 2T—16)
Socks
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The Society of St. Andrew is the premier
gleaning organization in America, working with
farmers, volunteers and feeding agencies to
help hungry Americans. Gleaning is the traditional Biblical practice of gathering crops
that would otherwise be left in the fields to
rot or be plowed under after harvest.
Each year tens of millions of pounds of produce
are salvaged and given to the poor at no cost to
them. Monetary donations are used for packaging and transportation of food to identified sites.
The Gleaning Network is an extremely successful and cost-effective program because it is volunteer-driven and biblically-based. (See Deuteronomy 24:19) In 2020, from January to June, 13,
906,812 lbs. of produce were gleaned and 41,720,436 servings of Fresh Food were provided
through the work of 7,748 volunteers.

Here’s Where You Can Help
This Christmas you can help those who are hungry by the simple act of honoring your loved
ones with a gift donation to feed those in poverty. A $12 donation is enough to feed a family their
recommended servings of fruits and veggies for an entire month.

The Mission Committee will accept donations from Nov. 8 to Dec. 6, 2020.
Your donations will then be sent to The Society of St. Andrew. By giving a Christmas Gift donation, you can help their Gleaning Network to continue its vital work.
Please make checks payable to First United Methodist Church,
memo line to The Society of St. Andrew
What a wonderful way to share Christ’s love as we celebrate His Birth!

Ruth 2:7 NIV
7 She said, ‘Please let me glean and gather among the sheaves behind the harvesters.’ She came into
the field and has remained here from morning till now, except for a short rest in the shelter.”

FIRST

UMC

HANOVER

PAGE

10

Share your Talent!
Now that we have resumed indoor worship services, (on Sundays at 8:00 &
9:30 a.m. at FSC), I am scheduling special music for worship. All musicians
are encouraged to share their musical talent. Also, if you are interested in
recording a solo, duet, etc., for online worship, please let me know.
Our church is taking precautions to keep everyone safe. You will need to
wear a mask when you are in the church building, but you may take the mask off while performing,
(or while recording), special music. We are also using social distancing and disinfecting surfaces in
between worship services. Please contact me to sign up to perform.
Thank you! Director of Music, Janis Wagner
email: janis.wagner@firstumchanover.org
or home phone: (717)632-9405.

C

oats of Friendship is a non-profit organization whose mission is
to collect and distribute coats to those in need in York County,
PA. Our board is made up of elementary, middle, and high school students.
Because we are in the middle of a pandemic, there is more need than
ever to help each other. One way to help our community is to donate
gently used or new coats, socks, hats, gloves, scarves, and blankets. Any help is greatly appreciated.
We will be collecting up through the first week of December, 2020,
and there is a collection bin outside the church office. If you can't
make it to the church, we would be happy to schedule a pickup.

Thank you for your support, cooperation, and prayers!
Sincerely,
Margaret Ann and Harrison Mabon
home phone: 717-235-1354
email: kaj128@hotmail.com

FIRST

UMC

HANOVER

PAGE

11

Tis Better to Give . . .
I knew I was not supposed to be quite so
excited. I was too old for that. At age eleven, the oldest and my mom’s “grown up”
girl, I had to keep my cool. I was in middle
school after all. But every chance I got,
when I was alone, I checked each present
under the tree. I read every tag and felt
every package, guessing at the contents
within. I had examined each gift so often
that I could tell which present went to
which person without even looking at the
tags.
It had been a tough year for my family.
Whenever my mom looked over at the tree
and scattered presents, she would sigh
and warn us, “There won’t be as much for
Christmas this year. Try not to be disappointed.” Christmas had traditionally been
a time for my parents to spoil us. In years
past, the presents would pile up and spill
out from under the tree, taking over the living room. I had heard the phrase “giving is
better than receiving,” but thought that
whoever had said that must have been out
of their mind. Getting presents was the
whole point! It was the reason I couldn’t
get to sleep on Christmas Eve.
On Christmas morning, we eagerly waited
in the hallway until Dad told us everything
was ready. We rushed into the living room
and let the wrapping paper fly. We made
weak attempts to wait and watch while other family members opened their presents,
but as the time passed we lost our selfcontrol.
“Here’s another one for you,” said Mom as
she handed me a package. I looked at it,
confused. Having spent so much time examining the presents before Christmas, I
recognized this one. But it had not been
mine. It was my mom’s. A new label had
been put on it, with my name written in my
mother’s handwriting.

I was stopped by my mother’s eager, joyful
look—a look I could not really understand.
“Let’s see what it is, honey. Hurry and
open it.””
It was a blow dryer. Though this may seem
but a simple gift, to me it was so much
more. Being an eleven-year-old girl, I was
stunned. In my world, where receiving outweighed giving by light years, my mom’s
act of selflessness was incomprehensible.
It was a huge act. Tears filled my eyes and
I thought in disbelief about how much my
mom must love me to give up her Christmas so I could have a few more presents.
I have always remembered that Christmas
fondly. It had such an impact on me. As an
adult with children in my life whom I adore,
I can now understand my mom’s actions. I
see how she was not “giving up her Christmas” as I had thought, but was finding an
even greater joy in her Christmas because
giving truly is better than receiving. My
mom’s simple act meant the world to me. .
—Jennifer Yardley Barney

“Give, and it will be given to you.
A good measure, pressed down, shaken
together and running over,
will be poured into your lap, F
For with the measure you use,
It will be measured to you.”
Luke 6:38 NIV

“Mom, I can’t…”
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BIRTHDAY AND
ANNIVERSARY LIST
Friends,
It is our custom each month to wish a happy birthday and offer anniversary congratulations to those members of the First United Methodist Church Family who are celebrating these milestones. Between an unexpected glitch in our membership software

(currently under repair) and the transition to a new Administrative Assistant, we are
unable to provide an accurate, up to date listing of birthdays and anniversaries this
month. We regret that and apologize to those of you hoping to see your names in this
month’s list. You know who you are and God knows who you are and we wish you a
happy birthday, happy anniversary, and all God’s blessings to you in the year to come.
We are in the process of finalizing the hire of a new Administrative Assistant who will
begin her duties in early December and should have the technical issues cleared up by
then. We fully anticipate a return to normal in January’s newsletter. In the meantime, let
me list just one important birthday in the church family this month:
December 25: Jesus of Nazareth is born in Bethlehem!
We thank you for your patience and apologize for the temporary inconvenience.
-Pastor Greg

Prayer Focus for December
During this advent season may we pray for a time of healing, hope, love,
joy and peace. May it be a time of reflection and prayer. Dear and most
loving Father help us to love and serve you with open hearts.
In an abundance of caution due to COVID-19,
the only poinsettias adorning the alter will be
those provided by the Worship Committee in
loving memory and in honor of family members
and friends of the First United Methodist church
congregation.

FIRST

UMC

HANOVER

PAGE

13

Newsletter Updates & Reminders
The deadline to submit articles to the newsletter is the 15th of each month.
Please submit all articles to newsletter@firstumchanover.org

First United Methodist of Hanover
200 Frederick Street
Hanover, PA 17331
“Caring for Our Neighbors as Jesus Would”

[Affix mailing label here]

