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of Hanover 

“Caring for Our Neighbors as Jesus Would” 

 
 
Dear First Church Family, 
 
WE. ARE. REOPENING!! We have missed seeing each other so much over the past two and half months, 
and we are so happy to report that First United Methodist Church of Hanover is reopening next weekend, 
Saturday, June 20 and Sunday June 21. The virus is still around and Green Phase still requires us to keep 
certain safety precautions in place, so we will be gradually opening our ministries throughout the summer 
with safety precautions in place.  
 
We are going to open our worship services first, with a modified schedule. It is important to us to observe 
social distancing and avoid holding multiple events in the same rooms on the same day.  
 
MODIFIED SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 
Saturday 5:30 pm Frederick Street  Saturday Evening Worship Service (Sanctuary) 
 
Sunday  8:00 am Frederick Street  Outdoor Lawn Chair Service (behind Church) 
       (If rain, we will worship in the MPR) 
 
  9:30 am Middle Street  Contemporary Worship (Sanctuary) 
 
  10:30 am Frederick Street  Traditional Worship (Sanctuary) 
 
PLEASE NOTE THE FOLLOWING: 
 
1. Masks are required. Please bring one with you. 
 
2.  We will not be passing offering plates through the pews to avoid unnecessary contact. Instead, 
 “Plate Stations” will be placed at each door entering the sanctuary for the presentation of offering 
 and Connection Cards. Electronic Giving is STRONGLY recommended. 
 
3.  After services, we will dismiss worshipers to leave pew by pew to avoid crowding on the way out. 
 Also, There will be no will be no Greeting Line, Greeting and Handshake Time during worship 
 services, and avoid the temptation to gather in the hallways, narthex, and lobby. Also, we ask you 
 agree to no hugs or handshakes. (I know, that one hurts! We are a friendly people!) 
 
4.  We have removed the hymnals and pew bibles. Where possible, song lyrics and liturgy will be  
 projected on a screen. 
 
5.  We will provide hand sanitizer around both buildings as it is available for purchase. 
 
6. We strongly recommend worshipers wash their hands with soap and hot water before and after 
 each worship service or church gathering. 
 
7. Certain pews have been roped off to preserve safe distance between people while worshiping 
 which will result in less people being able to be seated. We will do our best to find a safe seat for 
 you if the sanctuary is full, but please know that space will be limited. When we reach capacity, we 
 may need to turn folks away. 
 
 



8. Our worship services will be shortened to 45 minutes. 
 
9. We recommend you avoid using the restrooms as much as possible as it will be necessary to clean    
 and disinfect after each use and we are simply not equipped for that at this time. 
 
10. There will be no Sunday School in July. We are still assessing the cleaning, disinfecting, and distance 
 needs of our small groups, so we will take July to prepare for the safest Sunday School opening     
 possible. Same with midweek small groups. Feel free to meet in each other’s homes, patios, front 
 porches, and back yards until we can reopen for all groups. Thanks in advance for your patience. 
 
11. Online Worship will continue indefinitely. So, if you are not comfortable risking exposure to the       
 virus, you may continue to stay connected through our online services. 
 
12. We are making every effort to ensure the safety of our worshipers, however please know that you are 
 assuming some personal risk every time you venture out into the public until there is a coronavirus 
 vaccine. You are responsible to decide for yourself whether to attend now or to wait a bit longer. 
 Some of us are eager to come. Others, because of previous illnesses or surgeries, may be immune 
 system compromised and need to take extra caution. You must decide what is best for you. We          
 respect and support whatever decision you make, and we will support you and stay connected with 
 you the best we can.  
 
13.  If York County sees a future spike in cases and we are moved back into the Yellow or Red Phases, 
 we will scale back our operations accordingly. Let’s work together to prevent that by being safe and 
 taking these precautions seriously so we can beat this virus once and for all! 
 
I know some of these precautions may seem extreme to some and not nearly enough for others. We thank you 
in advance for your patience and understanding during these times of precaution. Proper weekly cleaning and 
disinfecting takes time and effort and adds to the workload of our custodial staff. It also puts our custodial 
staff at potential risk of exposure to the coronavirus, which is why we are limiting the events offered each 
week during the summer. Our normal schedule will not be anything close to normal for at least the next twelve 
months, but we will learn to live with it and gradually ease back into something close to our old routines. Your 
safety is as important to us as your spiritual wellbeing.  
 
Our church office will be open starting Monday, June 15 and will observe normal operating hours of Monday 
through Friday, 9:00 am to 2:00 pm. As with worship, if you need to enter the building during the week, 
please wear a mask and make use of the hand sanitizer stations scattered around the buildings. 
 
This congregation has humbled and amazed me by the you have stayed connected with each other and by your 
generous financial support during the shutdown. I cannot thank you enough, but will encourage to stay con-
nected the best you can as we move into the year to come. Please share this information with as many people 
as you think should know. We are doing our best to contact everyone through email, social media, and tradi-
tional letters mailed through the post office. 
 
If you have any questions or concerns about the coming days, please do not hesitate to call me at the church 
office or email me at pastorgreg@firstumchanover.org.  
 
 
 
 
I can’t wait to see you! 
 
 
Pastor Greg 


