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Adapt. Endure. Overcome.
The Church has been through worse. That is not to trivialize the strange times we find ourselves in
right now, but challenge is nothing new to Christ’s Church. In the first days of Christ’s resurrection,
His followers stayed behind locked doors for fear of the authorities. They would be rounded up
and arrested by Jewish leaders like Saul of Tarsus. They would eventually be branded “Enemies
of Rome” and with their faith declared illegal, were arrested, tortured, and executed in horrific
ways. The Church survived the eventual collapse of the Roman Empire and the instability and
lawlessness which followed. The Church survived plague…many times. The Followers of Jesus
have survived warfare, economic collapse, natural disasters, famine, and more persecution
whenever a tin horn dictator needed a scapegoat to blame for their own failings. This is what life is
on planet earth. It is a series of triumphs and tragedies, one right after another. None of it lasts
forever, which requires of us the patience, stamina, and faith to adapt, endure, and overcome.
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We have adapted well in many ways. For those with access to computer technology and the internet the adaptation has been a bit easier. Our weekly worship services are recorded on video and
released every weekend for Traditional and Contemporary services. Every Tuesday evening at
7:00 pm, we hold a weekly Bible study using Zoom videoconferencing. We offer prayers, devotional videos, and interesting tidbits on the church Facebook page. I am grateful to the staff who have
been working with the pastors to call through our membership directory to see how you are and
how we can help. These will continue for as long as the shutdown required of social distancing
continues. I thank you all for your generosity during this crisis. You continue to support First United
Methodist Church financially the best you can, and it is deeply appreciated. Some have already
given their stimulus checks as an offering to God that will be used to support the adapted ministries of the church and to provide for neighbors in need during the shutdown. I admit, it is a
strange way to be the Church, and we miss each other very much. We will continue to receive
guidance from both Governor Wolf and Bishop Park. We do not know how long this will last, but it
would likely wise for us to prepare for a longer time apart than we originally assumed. With no
vaccine available until later this year or early 2021 we will most likely need to continue some form
of adapted ministry until it is safe for all our church family to be together in one place. It will be
different, but the Church of Jesus Christ has been through worse. We will adapt. We will endure.
We will overcome. We can do all things through Christ who strengthens us!
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God bless you, my friends!
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Stay strong. Stay safe. Stay connected.

Pastor Greg

NEWS FROM THE EXILE
The Israelites were once forced to live in exile while in Babylon. The whole time they longed for
home. Our exile is the opposite. We feel stuck at home but long to get out. We are, as a church
family, exiled from one another. Here are some bits and pieces of news from the exile:
UMM GOLF TOURNAMENT CANCELLED: It is with a heavy heart that we report that the annual gold tournament has been cancelled. The United Methodist Men would like to thank
all who sponsored this year’s event and decided to offer their sponsorship as a gift to support he benevolent work of the UMM in the coming year.
CONFIRMATION CONTINUES! Our confirmands continue to meet with their mentors and
with Pastor Greg, even if it is by phone or via the internet. We ask you continued prayers
for the five young men who are preparing to take vows of membership in Christ’s Church:
Camden Enck, Harrison Mabon, Aiden Littleton, Derek Price and Neal Price.
YOUTH LOUISVILLE KY MISSION TRIP IN DOUBT: Our June trip to Louisville has been
cancelled due to the coronavirus. Other sites and dates are available but may not be practical choices for our group. We will be making decisions together soon to either choose a
different date or postpone our trip to Louisville until next summer 2021.
PASTOR JOSH RHONE APPOINTED TO A NEW CONGREGATION: Pastor Josh Rhone
has been named the new senior pastor of St. Paul’s United Methodist Church in Manchester PA. It has been our intention of holding a celebration event for Josh, Crystal, Quinton
and Maddie before they leave us for Manchester. That will be challenging with the virus
restrictions. Stay tuned for updates, but in the meantime, feel free to send cards and
emails to Pastor Josh and the Rhone Family wishing them well and thanking them for all
they have done for the Hanvover Community. Our Staff Parish Relations Committee is
meeting with District superintendent Charlie Salisbury to begin the process of appointing
Josh’s successor.
END OF AN ERA, SOLE TO SOUL SHOE MINISTRY CLOSING: First UMC joined several
other local congregations to start a ministry to provide free shoes to school age children in
the Hanover area. After many years and countless little feet, we have come to a crossroads moment in the life of the ministry. With dwindling participation from clients, an increasingly challenging search for leadership, and changes in how the ministry can interact
with our local schools, our Church Council (at the recommendation of our Church and Society Team) has decided to close the ministry by offering the remaining shoes to the clothing bank of the Hanover Area Council of Churches. Any remaining funds will be entrusted
to the Mission Committee of the First UMC to support ministries that help our local neighbors in the Hanover community.
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JOYFUL NOISE PRESCHOOL CLOSURE: In accordance with Gov. Wolf’s decision to close all
Pennsylvania schools for the remainder of the school year, our preschool will also remain
closed. Due to decreasing enrollment and increasing costs, the preschool was scheduled to
close permanently at the end of the current school year in May 2020. We were hoping to mark
this change in a personal and significant way but with social distancing restrictions remaining in
place that will not be possible this spring. We would like to thank all our volunteers, leaders,
teachers, staff, families and children who have been part of the Joyful Noise story for so many
years.

Prayer Focus for May:
May our prayers continue for all of the health care professionals that are on
the front lines dealing with the Corona virus. May God watch over them and
keep them safe and healthy.

Worship Online
Subscribe to our YouTube Channel and watch
our weekly Traditional and Contemporary
services anytime or visit our website,
www.firstumchanover.org to view a list of
archived sermons.

Online Giving
We encourage you to continue to financially support First United Methodist Church of Hanover, as we minister to our community and neighbors as Jesus would. As always, you can mail
your tithes and offerings to:
First United Methodist Church of Hanover, 200 Frederick Street, Hanover, PA 17331.
You can sign up for electronic funds transfer via Vanco; or you can set up a one time or recurring gift by way of EasyTithe.
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Finance Committee Update

Year-to-date Financial Data Comparison for Current Expense Budget
As of March 31, 2020

As of March 31, 2019

Total Revenues YTD

$ 148,843.59

$ 192,576.18

Total Program Expenses YTD [1]

$

($

1,124.24

2,194.40) [1]

Total Operating Expenses YTD [2]

($ 185,270.25)

($ 194,859.27) [2]

Net Income YTD

($

($

35,302.42)

4,477.49)

[1] For 2020, this line item is a cumulative total of the Invite, Connect, Disciple and Send Ministries Expenses to align the budget to the
active Church ministries. This is like 2019 for comparison purposes. We show a positive YTD net income in 2020 due to balances leftover
from 2019.
[2] For 2020, this line item includes Support Ministries Expenses to align the budget to active Church ministries. This is like 2019.

COMMENTARY:
As we write this article on April 15, 2020, this is what we can report,
Financial Update through March 31, 2020
All bills were paid at the end of March. March 2020 was a five week giving month.
We continue to pay the Clergy Support portion of the Shares of Ministry in full. Please see below for
an update on the Connectional Support portion of the Shares of Ministry.
COVID-19 and the financial status of First UMC-Hanover

In no particular order:
1. Praise GOD for all of you. Over the past five weeks, giving has still been strong and any indications or concerns related to a significant decrease in giving to GOD’s kingdom within the four
walls of FUMC-Hanover have been alleviated. On behalf of the Committee on Finance, thank
you for your continued faithfulness to the Church.
2. The Coulson Estate balance of monies available for current expense use as of the end of
March 2020 was $ 51,667.32. We continue to praise GOD for the Coulson family, whose generosity back in 2016 has continued to allow us to support our current expense obligations
throughout the past few years.
3. First UMC-Hanover has available a $ 50,000 current expense line of credit through M&T Bank.
Throughout these current unprecedented times, we have not had to borrow against that line
and do not anticipate having to do so for the foreseeable future (praise GOD)!
Unified Budget Passed by Ad Council on March 25th
As a reminder, at the recommendation of the Committee on Finance, Ad Council approved moving
temporarily, and for the foreseeable future, to a unified budget. All giving to the Church, with the exception of Benevolence and Memorial Contributions are being lumped together to ensure immediate
needs, such as utility and current expense invoices are paid firstly. Also, as of this writing, at the recommendation of the Committee on Finance, we have deferred payments on our Shares of Ministry
apportionment on the Connectional Ministries portion effective March 2020. This saves our local
Church approximately $ 3,205.00 per month. It IS our intent to try to fulfill our obligation to Conference at the end of 2020, but we simply have to see where we are closer to the end of 2020—given
the unprecedented times in which we currently operate.
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Small Business Administration (SBA) Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) Loan
At the recommendation of the Committee on Finance, Ad Council at their April 8th meeting ratified the
decision to apply for a loan under the PPP program enacted as part of the CARES stimulus signed into
legislation recently. The intent of the program was to provide eight weeks of funding to entities
(including Churches) directly affected financially by COVID-19. The true intent of the funds was to keep
people employed during this period. There are more particulars, but this is a general overview.
Typically, when the Church needs to apply for a loan, protocol would require a Charge Conference.
However, seeing that a) this would be impractical since we could not meet in person and b) the timing
required to apply for limited funds under the SBA program (approximately $ 351 billion), a decision was
made by Church leadership to have the Committee on Finance vote on the recommendation and then
ask Ad Council to ratify the decision. These funds were available on a “first come, first served” basis—
so timing was crucial. So crucial, that our application was submitted at 11:30 p.m. in the evening on
Tuesday, April 7th to ensure we would be in the queue to receive available funds.
We are pleased to report that as of this writing, FUMC-Hanover applied for and was approved by the
SBA for a loan in the amount of $ 82,200. (The number was arrived at by formula based on 2019 payroll, healthcare and pension costs.)
If you have been following the news, the majority of this loan, if not all of it, will be totally forgiven by the
Federal Government, provided the funds are used to fund specific items in the budget—namely, payroll,
utilities, rent, healthcare and pension costs. The funds received will be used over the next eight week
period for these specific purposes and are being tracked by our Church Treasurer separately.
As a result, we are pleased to advise that a) FUMC-Hanover is able to keep all staff working at full salary—at least for the next eight weeks. This loan amount does not cover the Joyful Noise program and
teachers since this program will be concluded at the end of this school year and has followed the public
school protocol—so has not been in session recently.

Obviously, some employee job roles have changed as a result of COVID-19, but Pastor Greg and
SPRC are working through those particulars expediently to ensure various and new ministries are being
fulfilled accordingly (praise GOD)! (We WILL have to get use to the “new normal” for a period of time.)
Should you have further questions on this program, please reach out to F. Rusty Elsner or Rob Simmons, Co-Chair, Committee on Finance
Special Praise and Thanksgiving
The Committee on Finance would like to extend a special praise and thanksgiving to the following entities and individuals for going above and beyond the call of duty the past few weeks as a result of
COVID-19. Again, these are in no particular order:
Pastors Greg and Josh—who never signed up for this pandemic. However, their ability to listen and
accept recommendations from their volunteer leadership team “on the fly” has been admirable.
On top of that, they have had to become “YouTube” celebrities as we learn to worship through
our computers!
Stephanie Gauldin, Church Treasurer—who worked tirelessly and feverishly over a several-day period to pull together the information that was required to file the PPP loan application in a timely
manner.
Tara Zumbrun, Financial Secretary—who has agreed to stay on in this capacity beyond her original
mid-May resignation date so that we may get through this trying period without having to train a
new individual. (SPRC is still looking for Tara’s replacement, but it may be a bit longer since social distancing requires some ingenuity regarding cross-training.)
continued page 6
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(continued from page 5)

The Church staff—who have had to adapt their roles within the Church on the fly, while learning to
serve FUMC-Hanover, perhaps, outside of their comfort zone.
ACNB Bank—who facilitated the PPP loan program for FUMC-Hanover and provided timely communication and application submission to the SBA.

SUMMARY
As we stated last month, there are obvious financial impacts and hardships for many people affected by
COVID-19, and this is not to be taken lightly. We should all continue to be in prayer for each other who
are experiencing hardships as a result of this Pandemic—physically, spiritually and economically.
However, please try to have faith that God will continue to reward you by paying his fair share firstly.
We all know that he only asks for the first ten percent of anything, and even if that “anything” is reduced,
he still challenges us to be good stewards of his money. Be in prayer and if you need a reminder of
how faithful is our GOD, please read Malachi 3:8-12.
Please continue to give as generously as you are able as we continue to strive to be good stewards of
our Lord’s money.
Thank you for your continued faithful giving to First UMC-Hanover!

Church Scholarship Applications
Due to the outbreak of the COVID–19 a few changes have been made in the application process for
the church scholarship.
1. The due date has been changed from April 15th to May 15th .
2. If this is your second year applying you do not have to fill out an application.
We have your application on file from last year. Instead write a short letter of
introduction that includes your school, major, year, and aspirations after graduation.
The letter should also include your most recent transcript.
3. If it is your first year applying for a scholarship, you can contact the church office
and the application will be sent to you electronically. Be sure to have
transcripts and at least one letter of recommendation.
.
4. Send all letters and applications to Thomas Clough at rt2mclough@yahoo.com
It is our hope and prayer that you stay safe from the COVID-19 and that you keep your eyes on God.

Thomas Clough
Scholarship Chair
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Earth Day Message from the Church and Society Committee
The History of Earth Day
April 22nd, 2020 marks the 50th Anniversary of Earth
Day. According the the official Earth Day website,
https://www.earthday.org/earth-day-2020/ , Earth Day
was a unified response to an environment in crisis — the
United States was experiencing oil spills in the oceans,
rivers so polluted they literally caught fire and smog so
severe it triggered regular poor air quality alerts where
schools were advised to keep children indoors during
recess.
On April 22, 1970, 20 million Americans took to the
streets in protest to demand a new way forward for our planet, launching a modern environmental
movement that is now recognized as the planet’s largest civic event. This unified, civic action resulted
in the passage of numerous landmark environmental laws in the United States, including the Clean
Air Act, the Clean Water Act, the Endangered Species Act and the creation of the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). Many countries soon followed Americas example and adopted similar environmental protection laws.
United Methodist Church Social Principals – Earth Justice
The number one issue for Earth Day 2020 is climate change. Climate Scientists have determined that
climate change is currently the Earths most critical environmental issue and is already causing much
human suffering. In The Social Principles of the United Methodist Church, developed by the General
Conference, dialogue on environmental stewardship, including water, air, animals, plants and energy,
are offered in the chapter titled “The Natural World”. The Principles also include the following statement on Global Climate Stewardship:
“We acknowledge the global impact of humanity’s disregard for God’s creation. Rampant industrialization and the corresponding increase in the use of fossil fuels have led to a buildup of pollutants in the
earth’s atmosphere. These “greenhouse gas” emissions threaten to alter dramatically the earth’s climate for generations to come with severe environmental, economic, and social implications. The adverse impacts of global climate change disproportionately affect individuals and nations least responsible for the emissions. We there- fore support efforts of all governments to require mandatory reductions in greenhouse gas emissions and call on individuals, congregations, businesses, industries, and
communities to reduce their emissions”. Copyright © 2016, The United Methodist Publishing
House
You can read the the whole chapter at
https://www.umcjustice.org/what-we-care-about/environmental-justice

The second highlighted issue for Earth Day 2020 is plastic garbage in our oceans.
To get tips on reducing plastic waste visit: http://www.greeneducationfoundation.org/
nationalgreenweeksub/waste-reduction-tips
Earth Day Action Items
1. Make sure your elected representative know you are concerned about environmental issues and
support laws that protect clean air, clean water and reduce human-caused climate change.
2. Reduce your carbon footprint
3. Reduce your consumption of single-use plastics, especially plastic grocery bags
4. Plant a tree (always)

FIRST

UMC

HANOVER

PAGE

7

Graduate Recognition Sunday
Friends,
Thanks to the global pandemic, this senior year has not ended the way our graduates expected. We
are scheduled to celebrate Graduation Sunday and Scholarship Sunday on June 6. I certainly hope
that we will be back together in worship in person by then, but if not, WE WILL celebrate our graduates
as soon as possible. To that end, if you are (or have in your family) a graduate of either high school,
college, graduate school, or trade school, we want to recognize them properly. It has become our tradition to create and print a booklet with photos and information on all of our graduates. Would you help
us by supplying the following information about your graduate?
Name of Graduate
Name of Graduate’s parents
School or Institution from which he/she is graduating
Degree/Major (if applicable)
Future Plans

Digital Photo of Graduate

Please email to Pastor Greg at: pastorgreg@firstumchanover.org
Deadline: Please send all materials to Pastor Greg by May 23, 2020.
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UMM Golf Tournament Update
Hello members and friends of First UMC. Words cannot express the joy the
United Methodist Men have at the response to our golf tournament
cancellation. We feel so blessed. By the Grace of God, due to the
generosity of those members and friends who sponsored a hole or paid to
golf, we were able to raise more than $1000.00 to add to our benevolent
budget. You see, those members and friends agreed to allow us to keep
their contributions for the benefit of the United Methodist Men.

We cannot thank them enough and would like you to thank them too!

Dave and Barb Snee

Helen Longstreth

Jim and Donna Davis

Rusty and Grace Elsner

Alan and Sue Miller

Susan Raver

Janis Wagner

Bob and Cecilia Duck

Steve and Holly Miller

Doug and Rhonda Seibel

Lou and Betty Long

Shearer's Florist

Cremer Florist

Hanover Architectural Products.
Your kindness is appreciated more than you will ever know.

God Bless you All!
The First United Methodist Men

Stay Home.

Stay Healthy.
Stay Safe.
We will all be together
again soon!
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May Birthdays
1

Sharon Bangert

2
3

4

5
6

7

15

Cyndy Parmer

Skyler Daugherty

Judi Sutherland

Andrew Leister

Beth Underriner

Ryan Staub

16

Brian Hoff
Billy Miller

Adam Rutter

Kaylee Bell

Sheila Bloschichak

Lauren Gerlach

Bob Drupp

Cindy Schulteis

Tom Myers

Paul Jacobs

18

Marsha Hall
Eric Klansek

Dale Myers

Paul Miller

Austin Nace

Mary Reiller

Bob Wingert

Trent Hollinger

10

James Buckley

Eleanor Greening

12

Greg Godfriaux

Lizzy Minetola

13

Sarah Clark

Kara Rohrbaugh

Patti Cowell

14

15

FIRST

22

Addy Ecker

William Presly

Lou Long

Beth Wisner
23

Liz Baker

Leah Shepler

Bob Fuhrman

Jack Baumgardner

Brianna Johnson

Steven Myers

Pastor Greg Rapp

HANOVER

Mark Cornbower
Jane Ingram
Nedra Iwerks
Nathan Klansek
27

Debbie Campbell
Mike DeFilippo
Tom Henry
Ken Redding

28

Christina Houghland
Bill Ingram
Greg Miller
Matthew Myers
Katie Rapp

29

Paige Wingert

30

Marcee Bidelspach
Holly Culp
Cathy Free
David Hack

Pat Gerken

Nancy Doerflein

UMC

Tyler Alexander

Jay Bowers

Becky O'Leary

Kristen Meyer

26

Lauren Nace

Glenn Longstreth
Danielle Stevenson

Jay Snively

Tim Ditman

9

21

25

Lori Carver
Betty DeColigny

19

Hank Langknecht

Betsy Eyler
Mark Morris

17

24

Liz Webb
31

Laura Ecker
Kathlyn Eckles
Karen Gordon
Ruthetta Maloney
Grace Rutter
Grady Stevens
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Anniversaries

May

19 Gregory & Deborah Krebs

1 David & Kim Hearn

Harry & Sandy Young

Ron & Tricia McVicker

20 Jack & Sandy Zerby

7 Ken & Sherry Redding
11 John & Patti Denis

21 Alan & Joyce Staub

14 Clayton & Laurie Ebersole

23 David & Melissa Dulaney

15 Frank & Tammy Blosenski

24 Harrison & Katie Anderson
27 Wesley & Rachel Eyler

Scott & Kim Corridon
16 George & Stephanie Hale

Michael & Lisanne Gray
Thomas & Colleen Miller

Craig & Cynthia Palmer
17 Marshall & Danielle Stevenson

Mike & Kristin Newman

18 Earl & Linda Stitely

Michael & Denise Ruth

In Loving Memory
Bonnie Shortt 03/19/20
John Andrews 03/23/20
Jarrett Peck 04/02/20
Sonny Bishop 04/19/20
Jerry Bean 04/21/20
*Due to pandemic restrictions, public funerals have not been announced
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Articles for the newsletter are due the 15th of each month. Please send all articles to:
newsletter@firstumchanover.org

