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A Challenge for a Challenging New Year
Welcome to the Year 2020. In the spirit of actress Bette Davis: “Fasten your
seatbelts, folks. It’s going to be a bumpy ride!” It is an election year, and after all
the finger pointing, scandals, accusations, counter accusations, and impeachment
hearings of 2019, we would be naive to think it’s not going to get ugly. Left and
Right are moving further apart by the minute, and depending on which cable news
outlet you watch, you may find it impossible to even talk to someone on the other
side. Both sides care more about beating their opponent than humbly serving the
needs of our nation. General Conference is meeting again this spring and it
appears that the United Methodist Church is headed for a major and permanent
schism based on disagreements over human sexuality. If we are like the world
around us, we would choose our side and fight to the death for our cause against
the people we perceive as communists, racists, bigots, heretics, or criminals. If we
are like the world around us, we will self-righteously declare the other side to be
evil and will work to destroy it. But we are not of this world. As followers of Jesus
Christ, we follow a different moral code that cannot be hijacked by any political
party or movement.
Here is the challenge I want to lay before you. The
vision of our congregation is “caring for our neighbors as Jesus would.” Jesus is the standard by
which we judge every opinion we hold, every decision
we make, and every action we take. I challenge you to
commit to something potentially difficult in 2020. For
the next twelve months everything we think, choose,
and do must be tested against the question “What is
the best way to honor Christ in this situation?” What
would Jesus do? What did Jesus do? What did Jesus
say? Go to the scriptures. Read the words for yourself
then decide accordingly. We are all guilty of wrapping Jesus around the opinions
we already hold then using the belief that “Jesus is on our side” to demonize our
enemies. Jesus said it is impossible to remove the speck in our neighbor’s eye
when we have a log stuck in our own eye. It is easier to judge the actions of others
without holding ourselves to an even higher standard. This challenge requires the
humility to admit that Jesus would disagree with some of our opinions, decisions
and actions then have the courage to adjust our lives to match His. We must admit
that sometimes our agendas are in conflict with God’s. For example, Jesus never
taught us to stamp out, discredit, or destroy our enemies. Rather, He instructs us
to love our enemies, treating them with kindness, compassion, and respect.
(continued on page 2)

(continued from page 1)
As hard as it might be to hear this, the political wrangling of the United States of America isn’t worth
a hill of beans compared to the eternal Kingdom of God. I love my country, but I confess before the
world that it is not, and cannot be confused with, the Kingdom of God. Every nation and kingdom on
earth will eventually pass away in favor of the eternal Kingdom of God. Jesus’ mission was not to
take the political throne of Israel over all other nations, but to rescue every human being in every
nation from our sin and death. Ours is an eternal mission designed to bring as many of our neighbors on planet earth into the eternal Kingdom with us. To do that, we cannot destroy or discard our
enemies, but must hold on to each other despite the conflicts of the moment, and love each other
into the eternity to come. If we are the Body of Christ, we must stick together through the election
and General Conference. We must demonstrate to the world that what unites us in Christ is infinitely
greater than what divides us in our politics and preferences. That doesn’t mean we agree with everything others say, do, or believe. Rather, we develop a different method of working through those
differences that includes conversation, scripture, and prayer. The world does not know how to do
this. We have to show them how. I can think of no greater gift the Church can give to the world right
now than this.
To this end, there are several things happening at First UMC in 2020. First, we will focus on the
“Red Letter Words of Jesus” in worship, spending an entire year studying what Jesus actually
said in the gospels. Some bibles print the words of Jesus in red to make them easier to find and follow. We are calling the series “RED LETTER FAITH: Real Life Faith in Real Life Situations.”
Second, since the Church is being divided by social issues, it is time we reacquaint ourselves with
the Social Principles of the United Methodist Church. Led by our pastors and Church and Society
Team, we will hold several teaching and discussion events to share what United Methodists believe
on a variety of topics and how these positions are written. Third, our Church Council recently took up
this challenge in a very real way. We have decided that everything we decide and do as a church
must contribute to caring for our Hanover neighbors as Jesus would. If a ministry does not reach out
and connect with others in some way, that ministry must be either changed to care for others as
Jesus would or it must be dropped. The mission of Jesus is that important. As Jesus prayed in the
garden to accept death on the cross: “Not our will be done, Lord, but thine.” Not what we want, but
what God desires and requires. As two thousand years of Church history can attest, this will be
challenging.
So, I leave you with this challenge. The internet is filled with challenges for good causes these days,
like the ice bucket challenge to garner support for ALS research, or the pushup challenge to bring
attention to military suicides. If it helps you to give it a name, let’s call it “The Jesus Challenge.”
For the next twelve months everything we think, choose, and do must be tested against the question
“What is the best way to honor Christ in this situation?” What would Jesus do? What did Jesus do?
What did Jesus say? Go to the scriptures. Read the words for yourself then decide accordingly. This
is actually not a special challenge, but the heart of what Christian discipleship is. We need this as a
church. More importantly our world needs this. Join me in 2020. It’s going to be a bumpy ride, but we
can do all things through Christ who strengthens us.

Pastor Greg
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January 2020 Worship and Preaching Schedule
*Denotes Communion Sunday
(Schedule is subject to change without notice)

January 4-5*

FSC Saturday 5:30 pm
FSC 8:00 am
FSC 10:30 am
MSC 10:45 am

Pastor Greg Rapp
Pastor Greg Rapp
Pastor Greg Rapp
Pastor Josh Rhone

January 11-12

FSC Saturday 5:30 pm
FSC 8:00 am
FSC 10:30 am
MSC 10:45 am

Pastor Josh Rhone
Pastor Josh Rhone
Pastor Josh Rhone
Pastor Greg Rapp

January 18-19

FSC Saturday 5:30 pm
FSC 8:00 am
FSC 10:30 am
MSC 10:45 am

Pastor Greg Rapp
Pastor Greg Rapp
Pastor Greg Rapp
Pastor Josh Rhone

January 25-26

FSC Saturday 5:30 pm
FSC 8:00 am
FSC 10:30 am
MSC 10:45 am

Pastor Josh Rhone
Pastor Josh Rhone
Pastor Josh Rhone
Pastor Greg Rapp

FSC – Frederick Street Campus, 200 Frederick Street
MSC – Middle Street Campus, 200 Middle Street
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Finance Committee Update
Year-to-date Financial Data Comparison for Current Expense Budget
As of November 30, 2019

As of November 30, 2018

Total Revenues YTD

$ 688,992.37

$ 614,544.63

Total Program Expenses YTD

($

($

Total Operating Expenses YTD

($ 666,965.17) [2]

($ 654,806.00) [2]

Net Income YTD

$ 13,886.64

($ 49,982.67)

8,140.56) [1]

9,721.30) [1]

[1] For 2019, this line item is a cumulative total of the Invite, Connect, Disciple and Send Ministries Expenses to align the budget to the active
Church ministries. This is like 2018 for comparison purposes.
[2] For 2019, this line item includes Support Ministries Expenses to align the budget to active Church ministries. This is like 2018.

COMMENTARY:
Financial Update through November 30, 2019
All bills were paid at the end of November. Several line items will be over budget for 2019 including gas
bills at most properties and sewer bills at all properties due to the additional assessment added by the Borough of Hanover to all sewer bills mid-year 2019.
The Shares of Ministry were paid per our budget, which is slightly less per month than that which Conference is expecting. As of the end of November, the Connectional Ministries portion of our Shares was owed
$ 1,968.78 at Conference. Shares of Ministry were being paid throughout 2019 as budgeted, which is
about 5% less monthly, than our apportionment.
Shares of Ministry Paid in Full
Although we just reported YTD payments through November, 2019 above, we are pleased to report that as
of early December, the Shares of Ministry were paid in full to Conference! First UMC-Hanover again will
have paid 100% of their apportionment by the end of 2019! Praise God for providing that we may support
his overall Conference mission.
Current Fund Balance Update
Year over year, you can see the above trends continue to be favorable! Praise be to God!
However, as we have been reporting for the past several months, this good news must be tempered by the
fact that we had several one-time gifts and non-re-occurring income in 2019 that, more-than-likely, will not
be repeated in 2020.
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Here is a year over year comparison:
As of November 30, 2019

As of November 30, 2018

Current YTD Net Income

$

13,886.64

($ 49,982.67)

LESS Potential One-Time or
Non-Reoccurring Giving
Year over Year Comparison
LESS One-Time or NonReoccurring Giving

($

54,612.80)

($

($

40,762.16)

($ 49,982.67)

0.00)

The good news is that the variance is still a positive trend for 2019 compared to 2018.

2020 Ministry Spending Plan (aka Budget)
Administrative Council approved the 2020 Ministry Spending Plan at their November 20th meeting. The
overall budget decreased by 3.58% and the Benevolence budget was increased by 1.75%.

SUMMARY

Please continue to give as generously as you are able as we continue to strive to be good stewards of
our Lord’s money.
Thank you for your continued faithful giving to First UMC-Hanover!

Prayer Focus for January:
May we continue to pray during this Advent and New Year Season
for all those who have lost loved ones, that they may find comfort
and receive God’s loving embrace to guide them through this holiday
time and through the year to come.

FIRST

UMC

HANOVER

PAGE

5

C.H.A.O.S. YOUTH MINISTRY
(Christ Honored and Others Served)

Louisville Kentucky Mission Trip: June 2020
Deposits have been paid and we are planning for our mission trip to Louisville, KY in June 2020. Please
keep this trip in your prayers as it is a time to stretch our faith and see God at work in the larger world
beyond our hometown. More details soon!

ZETEO RETREAT: January 31-February 2, 2020, Indiana PA
Salt n Light Youth Ministry is once again sponsoring the Zeteo Retreat for High School students, grades
9-12. We will be posting and distributing information and registration form in the coming days. Mark
your calendar and plan to attend!

JANUARY
5

Spring Kick Off Party

6 PM @ MSC Youth Room

12

C.H.A.O.S. @ MSC

19

C.H.A.O.S. @ MSC

25

Spaghetti Dinner (Mission Trip Fundraiser)

26

C.H.A.O.S. @ MSC

Now is the time to ensure your group, class or event has a
room for the 2020 New Year! Rooms are approved on a first come
first serve basis. If you have not submitted an updated form please
stop by the office to pick up a form or call (717) 637-1574, to have
one emailed to you. Remember, room requests do not carry over
from year to year. You may check to see if your reservation has
been approved by viewing our online calendar too. Happy New
Year!!!
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2019 VIM Committee
Year End Report
The Committee was again busy during the
year. We started with a Pork and Sauerkraut
Dinner on New Year’s Day which was a very
successful fundraiser.
The Committee sent teams bi-monthly to Mission Central in Mechanicsburg where they spent the day sorting and verifying such things as kits for
school, personal hygiene, etc. These kits will be shipped to poverty-stricken regions throughout the US
and elsewhere in the world. This work will continue in the new year.
We sent a team of volunteers to Lumberton, NC in April to work on houses that had been stricken with
flood waters in the aftermath of hurricanes Matthew and Florence. The team spent the week there
primarily finishing several houses that been partially restored by previous work teams. The displaced
folks were extremely appreciative and happy to get back into their homes.
Several members of the Committee spent several days last summer working with organization called
SERVANTS. This group is headquartered in Red Lion, Pa. and is Christian based although not directly affiliated with UMC or UMCOR. They have many activities but the one we supported was “Home
Helps” where folks who are physically or financially unable get repair work done on their homes get
that work at no cost to them. They are very well organized and our Committee members found working there enjoyable.
The Committee is planning another trip for March 29 to April 4, 2020 to Swansboro, NC which is also a
small coastal town hit hard by hurricane Florence. Th NC Conference website gives a description of
one man’s experience as he decided to stay in Swansboro and ride out the storm, a decision he soon
regretted. Unlike most hurricanes, the storm was slow moving and spent some 50 hours over the
town. This is not to mention the tornados that were spawned along with hurricane. In the first 24
hours over 30 inches of rain fell n the town. One may can only imagine what that must have been like.

We will soon be soliciting volunteers for this trip. Contact one of our members if this is something that
may interest you. No special skills are needed as we find a job for you or teach you how.
The Committee is again planning a Pork and Sauerkraut Dinner on New Year’s Day and are hoping
the congregation will again support this effort as they have done so in the past. We are very appreciative of all the prayers and financial support given us.
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The dates for Ad Council in 2020 will be January 22, February 19,
March 25, April 22, May 27, June 24, July 22, August 26, September
23, October 28, November 18, with no scheduled meeting for December.
All meetings are scheduled for the fourth Wednesday of the month except for February and November. We will meet the 3rd Wednesday in
February because Ash Wednesday is the fourth Wednesday and in
November because Thanksgiving is on November 26. We will meet in
room 211 - 212 at the Frederick Campus at 7:00 PM unless announced otherwise.
The meetings are always open to everyone who wishes to come. We do ask that you not vote unless you are a chairperson or the representative of a committee, commission, or work area. You are
free to ask questions or comment, but please do not vote. Thank you!

Volunteer Appreciation Weekend
January 18 - 19
First Church will be celebrating all of our volunteers at
First Church on Saturday January 18 and Sunday,
January 19 during the services
Dear Volunteers,
It is with your incredible devotion, compassion and kindness toward others that have made First
Church a place of great caring, compassion and love of Christ. Your dedication to any task is always
met with such great enthusiasm, inspiration, patience, generosity and sacrifice.
Each and everyone of you truly represent the words in this scripture from 1 Peter 4:10: “Each one
should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully administering God’s grace in its
various forms.”
Mere words can not describe the gratitude to all of you for your love of First Church and all that she
represents in God’s kingdom. May God bless you always!
We are incredibly grateful and humbled by your thoughtfulness and devotion
With heart-felt thanks,
God, Pastor Greg Rapp, Pastor Josh Rhone and Church Council
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HOW CAN I MAKE A DIFFERENCE
DURING THIS HUMAN RELATIONS MONTH?
The mission of the United Methodist Church is to “make disciples of Jesus Christ for the
transformation of the world”. We as the body of the church must realize that because of this mission,
our faith is not just about us, it is about making a difference in a troubled world! We must join in the
healing work of God in this world as well as in our own local community. During this Human Relations
month, let us pause to reflect how not only this day, but each and every day, we can do everything possible through our words and our deeds to make the reign of God a reality now where we live?
It is important that we continue to find ways to study and implement Christian principles in our daily
lives. In these times of varied beliefs and cultures within our community, it is important for us as
Christians to not be judgmental towards others. Christ has told us to remove the log from our own eye
before we even attempt to remove the speck from the eye of a brother or sister. Let us continue to work
on getting our own lives in order so that the human race around us can see that although we are far
from perfect, we are aspiring to be more Christ-like.
As we remember the life of Martin Luther King during this month and his impact on bringing about
peaceful change among the races of this earth, let us continue to support those that work for social
justice throughout our world. Let us continue King’s “I have a dream” vision in our daily lives as we
meet persons of differing faiths and colors and continue to work together to bring about peace for future
generations. Let us daily practice the words from Micah 6:8 – “What does the Lord require of you but to
do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God”.
August 28, 1963 was a memorable day in our nation’s history. As millions of persons looked on worldwide, Martin Luther King emblazoned the Civil Rights Movement with his “I have a dream” speech. Its
real significance is that it helped to change attitudes in the United States and led to a time full of promise and achievement. In 1964 the Civil Rights Act was signed into law followed by the Voting Rights Act
and the 1968 Fair Housing Act. The United Methodist Church and its members must continue to work
for social justice and equality. Just as the world was watching us on that summer day in August 1963,
the world still watches to see how we respond to the continuing inequities among people of the earth.
Let us take up the cross of Jesus, proclaim the good word as we make disciples, eliminate the
judgments and criticisms, and all work together to make the Greater Hanover community and the world
around us a better place.

Let's start the New Year right by having a large group enjoying
a workday at Mission Central on Friday, January 17, 2020,
weather permitting. The Warehouse follows local Cumberland
County schools’ delays and closings. As usual we will plan to
leave at 8 am from the lower parking lot of the FSC and return
about 4 pm. Pack lunch. Let me know if you want to carpool
or drive yourself. Join us for a day of work for missions, fellowship and fun, and see the incredible work Mission Central does on a small budget! Questions? Contact Peggy Duck 717-637-7828
or email pegduck@hotmail.com.
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Frederick St. Music Info
For January 2020

A Big “Thank You” From our Director of Music
Our Director of Music, Janis Wagner, thanks everyone who gave their time and musical talent to our
church during the past year. Thank you to our gifted Organist & Pianist Faun Garrett. Her music adds
so much to our worship. Thank you to Faye Schuck for helping with Adult Choir sectional rehearsals,
for writing the narrations for our Christmas Cantata, and for directing the First Church Instrumental Ensemble. We are grateful to our Saturday night pianist, John Day for his uplifting music. We thank Chad
Wynn, and the Praise Team for the leadership and energetic music they provide for our Contemporary
Worship at MSC.
Also, Janis thanks the many individuals, of all ages, who provided special music or performed in
our First Church Instrumental Ensemble. A great big “thank you” to all of you! Our church is truly
blessed to have so many talented musicians!

January 2020 Music Group Performance Schedule—Frederick St.
Jan. 5
Jan. 12
Jan. 19
Jan. 28

8:00 a.m.
8:00 a.m.
8:00 a.m.
8:00 a.m.

Special Music
Special Music
Special Music
Special Music

10:30
10:30
10:30
10:30

Adult Choir
Children’s Choir
Adult Choir
Adult Choir

Hanover High School Band & Lyric Band of Hanover--January Concert
On Sunday, January 19, 2020, at 3:00 p.m., the Hanover
High School Band & the Lyric Band of Hanover will present
a joint concert of musical selections. This program will be
performed at Hanover Senior High School, 401 Moul Ave.,
Hanover, PA. Donations will be accepted to benefit the
Hanover High School Music Program. In case of inclement
weather, the alternate concert date is Jan. 26, 2020.
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After a generous and gratifying year there are many thanks to
hand out. The 413 shoeboxes could not have been packed
without the year long help and assistance of many, many hands.
Thank you to all that made items at home. Thank you to the folks
that came in on Saturdays to help at the church. Thank you to all
the volunteers that packed their own shoeboxes. Thank you the
generous monetary donors that will allow all the shoeboxes to be
shipped. Thank you to everyone that made donations in the big
red bins. Thank you for signing Christmas cards in July.
Thank you especially for the prayers.
As we begin a new year please continue prayers for the children
that will receive the shoeboxes.

MEN’S BASKETBALL
Love basketball? Need exercise? Join us on Tuesdays, from 7:00pm
– 9:00pm, in the Multipurpose Room at Grace United Methodist
Church, for some pick-up basketball. This is a great opportunity to
have some fun, develop new friendships, and deepen existing
friendships. If you have further questions, please contact Pastor
Josh at pastorjosh@firstumchanover.org.

Dear Church Family,
Thank you so much for the outpouring of support and love I’ve
received towards my mission trip to the Jamaican Deaf Village this
spring. I am excited to announce that I have been fully funded on
my trip, and I am extremely grateful for the support I’ve received.
Thank you for having such giving hearts and choosing to help fund
my mission work. I am looking forward to this life-changing trip and
seeing how God will work through me. It is such a blessing to have
this wonderful church family!
With love,
Brooke Yurick
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January Birthdays

1

Kim Price
Emerson Sites-Byers

13

Bill Gibbs
Chris Wingert

2

Scott Bevans
Ed “Tank” Smith

14

Kimberly Moore
Andrew Rohrbaugh

Don Spadt

15

Dale Gordon
Brian O’Reilly
Tyson Schuck

28

Anna Hall
Zeb Hollinger
Kendra Mabon

16

Neela Becraft
Tim Stevenson

29

Judy Goslin
Vic Sosnowski

Judith Winebrenne

30

Wyatt Leese
Pat Moseley

3

Sydni Baker
Riker Groft
Jean Williams

4
5
6
8

9

Ed Orndorff
Barbara Smith

Tanya Trunnell

17

Sandy Boyd
David Kessler

18

Jim Hall

Sue Sullivan

19

Ann Baum
Carol Clousher

Jean Williams

Colby Jacobs
Abby Jones

Brent Bell
Helen Hummer

Aaron Burns

Carol Sterner

21

Melanie Hirt
Art Paull

Erin Cromer
Dave Meyer

22

Colleen Miller
Lucien Scherer
Dashiell Sears

Todd Bell
Jenna Funk

Megan Watts

Angie Coleman
Julia Easton

23

Lee Kruger
Meredith Tarbell

Nick Easton
Jakob Hagerman

24

Cindy Bortner
Linda Flinkman
Justin Hartman

25

Summer Austin

Eric Kellenberger
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Kory Miller

Joshua Stevenson

Stephanie Trebatoski

Robin Rapp

31

Doris Yosick
20

11

Ben Newman

Alicia Fernandez

Sadie Kinsey
Donna Lockwood

Fridland Arnold

FIRST

Linda Benadum
Tom Bosley
Don Kennedy

Shannon Bell
Richard Lee

10

12
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January
1
8
10
13
15
16
20
24

Anniversaries

Amanda & Josh Geyer
Barbara & Anthony Smith
Karen & Nicholas Malinowski
Erin & Parker Bean
Donna & David Klinedinst-Richards
Deb & Greg Godfriaux
Holly & Steve Miller
Sharon & Bill Couch
Cindy & Steve Bortner
27

Ice Cream Social
Benefits the John Raver Memorial Fund for Campers
Sunday, February 23rd 12:00pm- 2:00pm ⚫ Multi-Purpose Room, FSC
Make Your Own Ice Cream Sundaes!
Root Beer Floats, Home Made Cookies, Balloon Animals
and Face Painting!

I want to offer my humble thanks to
you as a congregation for a great
year of ministry and also for the
kindness shown through so many
gifts, goodies and cards this
Christmas. On behalf of Robin and
our family, thank you!
Pastor Greg.
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